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ADVERTISEMENT. 

In the summer of 1812, Messrs. John F. Schermerhom and' 
Samuel J. Mills commenced a tour through the western and 
southern parts of the United States, under the patronage of the 
Massachusetts Missionary Society, and the Missionary Society of 
Connecticut. They were instructed not only to perform mission- 
ary services, but to enquire particularly into the religious and 
moral state of that part of the country. They completed the 
tour ID about one year. The result of their enquiries, as commu* 
nieated to the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, 
ift now submitted to the public^ by direction of said Trustees. 






MR. SCHERMERIfORN'S STATEMENT. 



TO THE TRUSTEES 09 TUB l^ISSIONARY SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT, 



GENTLEMEN, 



T, 



HE report which I have at this time the pleasure of trans- 
mitting'to you, will probably be found to difFi^r from the ordinary 
mode on such occasions. I have omitted to give you tht^ trans- 
actions of each day in detail, because the hiJortn"tiori I have to 
communicate, thus presented, it would be impossible (or j>n} oth- 
er person so to arranpje, as to ^ive the Society a just conception of 
the state of the churches, religion, md morals in the States and 
Territories west of the Allf-gcmy Mountains. 

A correct view of the state of religious affairs, in that repon, 
is of the utmost importance ; for the knowledge which this p rt 
of the country at present possesses, on this subject, is very limited 
and partial* Unless a proper representation of the case be made, 
we have no reason to expect that Christians will feel the necessity 
of contributing with th^it liberality, which will enable Missionary 
Societies to support missionaries in the western country ; nor min- 
isters of the Gospel feel it their duty, personally to engage in 
them. These reasons are my apology lor departing from the 
ordinary mode of communication. As it respects my labors as a 
missionary, besides the services of the Snbbath. I preached during 
the* week, as frequently as the people could be convened, and oth- 
er circumstances would admit. Some weeks three times^ other 
weeks not more than once or twice ; and it has happened also, 
that I have had no service except on the Sabbath 

Every State has its natural as well as civil divisions. The 
situation of the civil, such as counties and townships, it is not ex- 
pected will be known by persons residing out of the State ; while 
its natural divisions arc known by all who are conversant with 
Geography. It is proposed, therefcie, to tuke natiual divisions 



of the country, and slioir in Statistical Tablets the counties iktsy 
comprehend, and the inhabitants, ministers, churches, and yacan« 
cies, among the different denominations in the same ; accom* 
panied with such remarks as may occur. 

The denominations generaUy noticed in the Tables are Pres- 
bjteriaus, Baptbts, and Methodists. The Congregationalisti, 
Associate Reformed Church, Associate Synod, Covenanters, and 
those churches in connection with the *' General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States,*^ are all classed 
under the title of Presbyterians ; for those minor considerations, 
conceroiog the externals of religion, which now separate them, 
and which originated in cause, generally not existing in thia , 
country, do not appear of sufficient consequence, in a mission* 
aiy point of view, to merit separate notice. 



Pennsylvania West of the Allegany Mountains. 

The Dislrict of Country situated between the AUegaun^ Mountain 
and River ^ extending Sov& from Kiskemanetas River ^ to the New 
York atate line., comprises the foUowing 



Counties. 


Inhab. 


Warren, 


837 


M*Keen, 


142 


Potter, 


29 


Tioga, 


1,687 


Venango, 


3,060 


Jefferson, 


161 


Clearfield, 


875 


Cambria, 


2,117 


Indiana, 


6,214 


Armstrong, 
Total, 


6,14S 


121,255 



Presbyterians. 



Min. 



I- 



1 

2 



Ch.Sup. 



2 

4 



Vac. So. 



Methodists. 
Preac. Mem. 



^■■^"■■^•" 



» 



486 



2 . 48b 



The land is very broken and mountainous, with a light and 
'comparatively poor soil, and will not probably settle with any 
great degree of rapidity. In the ten counties, which this district 
comprises, is a population of only 21,255 souls, which must, 
necessarily, be very s^cattered. There are only 3 Ministers, 6 church- 
es supplied with preaching part of the time, and 3 vacant socie- 
ties of the Presbyterian order. Of the Baptbts in Pennsylvania, 
I was not able to procure any particular account. The Metho- 
dists have one entire cirqiit in this district, and probably parts 
of others. 

Eight of these counties, it will be perceived, are entirely desti- 
tute of preachers, unless they are occasionally visited by an 
itinerant Methodist. I apprehend that nothii^ can be done here 



towBidfi fanning Bocieties, becaiue tbe people generaUj' 'Die in- 
digent. The Geueral ABsembly have Eeot miBUonarieE into thia 
part of the couoliy, occaBioually, for a few weeks. But it ii to 
be feared that Buch traudent nueaioDB, among the rude and igno- 
rant, are of very little utility They need constant initru^tioi^ 
and to the regular rouliue of the MethoduU' yisitE monthly muit 
be attributed tbeir suvcess, in the western country, while our mu- 
none fre^ueutlj end without tHiildiog up one Society. 

The District between the AUtgaay Mountains and the Allegany 
and Ohio .'Overs ,■ and betiteen Conemaugh River on the north, awt 
the Virgima Sttite Une on the south, comprises the JMotving 



Counties. 


Inhab- 
itants. 


Presbyiena: 


ns- 


Melliodiats. 


Other Ue- 


Min 


Ch.sup 




ratus' 


Mtm- 


Somenet, 

Fayette, 

Greene, 

W.BhinKton, 

Westmoreland. 

Allegai.y 


11.384 
24,714 
12.544 

96,392 


3 
1 
13 

g 

10 


6 

20 
16 
31 


4 
3 

a 

1 

10 


S 
9 


650 

573 

880 
177 


du. 

fiomeBap. 

do. 
Some Cath. 


Total, 


1 )bMQ\ ■i'i 


63 


SI 


7 2,380 





It appears that these six counties have a population of 1 36,510; 
36 ministera, 63 churches supplied by them with preaching, and 
SI vacant societies, all of the Presbyterian order. It is evident 
from this, th-kt most of the preachers have to supply two or three 
societies. This district is not in very pressing need of mieelonar/ 
asristance, compared with other parts of the country, ezcdpt it be 
the counties of Somerset and Greene, which have a population 
of nearly 21,000 inhabitants, and not one church supplied with 
preaching. 

There are a few German societies in Somerset, Fayette, and 
Westmoreland. The Methodists have seven itinerants in this 
district, and 3260 meroben belonging to their society. In Alle- 
gany county, at Pittsburg, there is an Episcopalian church, the 
only one in tbe west part of the State. There are also a few 
H^cyons on ten mile river, in Washington county, but in gen- 
•ral there are fewer sectaries* here than in any other part of the 
western country. The public, and men of information and influ- 
nice, are deddedly in favor of Pre^terianlsm. 

• Tlw word Sectaries is used merdy as a term of distbction, to denote 
»I1 religious denomitiatiotre except the PrefbjTerians. 



The Country Mrth of the Allegany and Ohio Rivers to Lake Eri4 
MndJ\/en> York line^ bounded JVeat in/ the State of Ohio, comprises the 
follomng 



Couiiiies. 


Inhab. 

7,346 
12.168 
8.277 
6.178 
3.758 

37,727| 


PrpsMtpriaMs. | Methodists. J 


Mm |x.ii.vSMj)|Vac.. S<).| Itin. 


1 Mem. 
436 

585. 


Butlei-, 

Beaver, 

Mercer, 

Crawfoid, 

Erie, 


3 
3 
8 
3 
1 


4 
7 
12 
6 
3 


5 

7 
4 
4 


1 

2 


Total, 1 


.18 


33 


24 \ 3 


1 1021 
3787 


Total W. of Alle- 
gany in Penn. 


195,52^ 


57 


101 


48 


12 



These five counties, it appears have 37 727 inhabitaDts; 
^f the Presbyterian order, thc^r^ are 1 8 preachers, 33 church* 
«B supplied by theui, and 24 vacant societies. Some of these 
preachers are infiim and have no paiticular charge ; others, 
though they live in this district, preach in Ohiio. Some also are 
engaged in other business, and serve only as occasional supplies* 
This statement of the number of churches may not be perfectly ac- 
curate, because the different counties have many places of the same 
name. The Methodists have two circuits through this res;ion, 
three itinerants in them, and 1,031 members in their communion. 
There is in the "county of Butler or Beaver a society of Ger- 
mans; ifho have all things common, and are remarkable for their 
industry, sobriety, and order. They have a preacher of their 
connection with them, a man advanced in life, and very zealous 
in directing their attention to divine things, for which purpose 
Ihey meet daily. What is the name, or wh jt are the peculiar 
sentiments of this society. I know not. Thft Mrthodists, for a time, 
were very successful, and broke up some Presbyterian societies. 
Of late they have not been so successful i*f this region. 

This partof the country is a proper field for missionary labor. 
At least two profitable circuits for a mie<sion nii^ht be established 
in the western part of Peinis) Ivania. Thf^ fust throu£:h the 
counties on the Allegany River, he«:inin|2; with Armsiroug Ve- 
nango, and WaiTen, and returning thron^h the parts of Erie, 
Crawford, Mercer, and Butler, by which the destitute pli^ces in 
those counties might be visited. The other through the counties 
of Cambria, Indiana, Clearfield, and Tyoga, and return thronjrh 
parts of Lycoming, Centre, and Huntingdon. The three last 
<;ounties are East of the Allegany RiHge, contain 36,000 in- 
habitants, and have not one Presbyterian minister among them. 

The people in the western parts of Pennsylvania are a medley 
of Scotch, Irish, English, and Gf^rmans. The Germans are few. 
The majority are of Scotch — Irish descent, many of them riide 
in their manners, but desirous to instruct their children. Schools 



ioweTer, id the districts first and last mentioned, are not nm^" 
vous. There are some good schools in PitUburg, which is the 
most flourishing pl^tce in the western country. In Washington ' 
eounty are t\^o Colleges, within ten ihiles of each other, both of 
irhich have proved great blessings, by the facilities they afford to- 
acquire the rudiments of an education. The teachers of these 
Colleges are pious men, and a great object with them ever hall 
been, to prepare young men for the gospel ministry. In this they 
have been very successful, for most of the young men in the min- 
istry, in these parts, hive been educated in these Seminaries. 

In September, 1812, the Synod of Pittsburg held their annual 
meeting. From the Reports to the Synod, it appeared that it 
was composed of the following Presbyteries : * 

Ohio, consisting of 33 Ministers, 38 Congregations, & 1 Licentiate. 
Redstone, 17 37 

Erie, 15 S4 1 

Hartford, U 86 5 . 

Kew Lancaster, 9- • • 29 1 

The two last Presbyteries, and part of Ohio, are in the Stat^of^^* 
Ohio. Nothing particularly interesting was brought before the 
Synod. The siibject of atonement, as to its nature and exteni, 
has agitated the members of this Body some ; a majority of 
whom, I think, embrace t^e opinions of Scott and Fuller. They ' 
are uniform in administering the ordinance of Baptism to 
none but professed believers and their households, and in requi- 
ring fruits meet for repentance, as necessary to admission into- 
their communion. From the Report of Synod it appears, that 
the profanation of the Sabbath, by travelling, visiting, hunting, 
fishing, &6. is very common, and that profanity and intemperance, 
kave become crying sins ; that altho' there was no special atten« 
Uon to religion, still many were brought into the kingdom of 
Christ ; and that those who were admitted formerly remained 
sledfast, adorning their profession. In no part of the western 
country are the Presbyterian Churches in a more prosperous state, 
ot have been more remarkobly blessed by the effusions of the 
Spirit, than within the bounds of this Synod. It is now almost 
thirty-four years since John Mc. Millan, D. D. the father of the 
churches in these parts, first passed over the mountains. As we 
were crossing the Allegany river, he expressed himself very feel- 
ingly in the language of Jacob : With my sta^ passed I over this 
Jijrdan^ cmd now I have become many hands^ alluding to the num- 
ber .of Presbyteries in union with this Synod. This Synod is a 
Missionary Body and expends annually about $1,000. This has 
however, been chiefly expended among the Wayandot Indians. 
They send missionaries for a few weeks or months into different 
facts within the bounds of their Synod. 



JfEW VIRGINIA. 

The Blue Ridge, vhicb dividei the iraten of Jsaies itivet 
tind the olhen which fall into the Atlantic, from thoee or the 
Shenandoah, vhicb empties into the Potonmac, separates Old* 
from Hew Virginia. 

The land of thie district, tituated vett of the Allegany Moun*, 
lains, which divide the waters flawing into the Atlantic, fronl 
those which fall into the Ohio, is very broken and moautainous t 
though the vallies »re ferUle, and make excellent phntaUoiift 
Between the Blue* Ridge aad the Allegany Mountains is an ex- 
tenure, fertile, and highly cultivated body of land, and senie 
parts of it, bordering on the Fotowmac, are called the garden of - 
America. Many of the inhabitants of New Virginia, are front 
the old settlements in that State But a great part of th^m froim 
PeaiuylTania and Maryland, of the Oennan and Scotch — Irish. 
. descent. The settlements west of the Allegany Mountains are 
yery scattering, being confined chiefly to the water-courses and 
Tall^s. Tliose between the north and south mountains, thstti 
«1b in the Valley just described, are numerous and flourishing, 
and the slate of society is iMtter and more improved, than in 
Old Virginia. 

The District of Coutdty in Oda Stidt httmetM Ae AUegat^ 
MouMtain and Ohio Riva- comprises thefoUtmmg 



l'rtsl,.,eriaT.., l H.iptisTs. 


Mclhortigbi. 1 


Countiei ,„^^|,_ Mm.!rh.Sur,.|V..So.(ch.|Mem 


Tt«,. 1 Mem. 1 


Br<«lle, 


S,B43 




1 , 








630 


Ohio. 


8,173 








1 


104 




S4g 


Wood. 


a,036 














310 


Mason, 


1,991 
















Cabell, 


9.717 














172 


Wythe, 


8.356 








1 


78 




307 


Wavhington, 


13,136 


2 


4 


1 


4 


197 




476 


Russell. 


6,315 








5 


334 






Monroe, 


5,444 


2, 








61 




320 


Greenbrier. 


^.914 


y 


1 






94 




358 


Kanahwa, 


3,866 








3 


178 




336 


Lee, 


4,694 








1 


eo 






TeazeweU, 


3,017 
















Grayson, 


4.941 








3 


180 






Harrison, 


3,958 








7 


133 






Kandolph, 


:i,858 












1 


3J0 


Monongahela, 


13,793 








s 


180 


1 


254 


MoritKo^iery. 


8.409 








6 


217 






Vntal, .114,4541 3 


7 


5 1 4? 


l»t15 


12 


"3852 



It appears from this Table that these counties contain 114,454 
inhabitants, and only 3 Presbyterian ministers, 7 churdies su]^ 
plied witli preaching, and 5 vacant tacieties. Tvo of thew 



tniikiste^ ar^ reallj w»rii eut in the ser? ice, ^ad it is doubtAil 
whether any after them will be settled over their Acicties, from a 
prevailing unwillingness to support ministers. Here are atleadt 
100,000 inhabitants without one solitary Presbyterian preacher 
among them. The Baptists have 42 churches in this region, and 
1816 members in their communion. The Methodists have 19 
iiineranti^ and 3^852 members in their society. 

This certainly must be considered a field for missionary labor, 
though I think the prospect small indeed, as it respects the for- 
mation of societies . and churches. The people are willing to 
hear, however, and we should hope great good might be done 
among them eventually by proper exertions. If the cireuits 
hereafter proposed in the State of Ohio were adopted, the five 
first counties in the Table, which are situated on the Riveif 
Ohio, would be principally supplied. Another good circuit might 
"be formed through the counties on the Monongahela River, and 
«ne more still on the Kanahawa in Greenbriar. The Presbyteri* 
an settlers are few in comparison with the Baptists and Methodists^ 
which constitute the great mass of the community. 

The VaUey between ike Allegany and Blue Ridge^ or the JVorih emd 
SmUh Mountains^ ccmprises theJoUovring 



Counties. 


Inhab. 


Presbyterians. 


Mettiodists. 


Min. 


|Ch,Sup.|Vac. Sa 


Itin. 1 Mem. 


Jeflferson, 


11,851 




2 


2 






Berkley, 


11,479 


1 


3 


1 


2 


980 


Frederick, 


32,574 


4 


4 




1 


150 


Hampshire, 


9,384 


1 


1 








Hardy, 


5,625 




1 




I 


573 


Pendleton, 


4,893 








1 


328 


Shenandoah, 


13s 646 












Rockingham, 


12,753 


4 


4 




2 


865 


Augusta, 


14,308 


6 


4 


3 


1 


259 


Bath, 


4,837 


■ 










Rockbridge, 


10,318 


3 


7 








Bottetour, 


13,301 


2 




3 


2 


555 


— Total, 


] 34,269| 


21 


1 26 1 9 


1 10 1 3,710 • 



In these counties is a population of 134,269 inhabitants. 
There are 21 ministers, 26 cluirches supplied by them, and 9 va- 
cant societies of the Presbyterians. The Methodists have 1 itiiic* 
rants, and 3,710 members in their society. The Baptists are few, 
and hi several of the coimties are some German churches both 
of the Lutherans and Calvinists. The Presbyterian chnrchea 
here are evidently in a more flourish ii^ condition than in any other 
part of the Southern Slates. They are increasing, and are in lit- 
tle need of missionary aid. The counties of Jefferson, Berkley, 
Pendleton, Sh'^nandoah, and Rockingham, may however be con- 

B 
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sidcrr.d missionarj |s;round. I was not able to ol>taio accurate hr- 
* formulion reipecting the number of Baptist churches in this die* 
trict. They are however few. 

lu Old Yir^iuia, are 16 ministers, and dS churches supplied by 
Presbyterian preachers. These are in the counties of Loudon, 
Sbiflbrd, Suottsylvanin, Amherst, Albemarle, Hanover, Goucb* 
land, IS'orfolk, Diuwiddie. Cumberland, Prince £dward. Char- 
lotte, Campbell, and Bedford. In all the other counties there 
are none. 

Th«- Episcopal church is in a deplorable condition. The num-* 
ber o\ clergy small, perhaps between 20 and 30 and their church* 
es about 1 00. The inhabitants of Old Virginia are nommallj 
Episcopalian, amon^ the higher class of society. The Baptists 
and Methodists are far the most numerous, but chieOj. among the 
lower class. 

There appears to be a great crpening for the Presley terians at 
present. The better informed are displeased with the Baptists 
and Methodists, and though educated Episcopalians, seeing no 
. prospect otsuppi} from that denomination, would cheerfully con- 
triUitetothe support of a Presbyterian minister. There are.* 
number of applications to Presbytery for supply, but they have 
no one to send.. 

Many young men hare lately been stationed at some of the prin- 
cip^il pi ces in the Slat«, and meet with great respect, and the at- 
tention of n^any appears to be culled to divine things. They want 
missionaries of talents, good address, fluency of speech, and easy 
manners, as well as fervent piety. In this State, a missionary bo- 
dy, w ho collect $1,000 annually, hare to place a great part of it Xo- 
interest or let it lie dormant, for the want ot missionaries of proper 
character ta engage in their service. 

OHIO. 

HBW CONNECTICUT. 

This district is situnted between the 41** K. L. and Lake Erie, 
and extends west from Pennsyivania State line, to a line drawn from 
the 41 ""N. L. due North till it intersects Sandusky Bay, about 
the centre, from East to West. The settlements at present how- 
ever do not extend west of Cayahoga River. 



I 



Counties. 



Ashtabula, 

Tniir.buH, 

Geauga, 

Porltige, 

Cayahoga, 



'folal. 



Inhab. 


V.esbytehaus. 


Methodists, f 


Nlin. 


Ch.Sup. 


Vac. So. 


Itin. 


Mem. 

1 


? 8,671 


S 


3 
10 


5 


2 


432 


3,917 


1 


3 


1 






2,995 


1 


1 


4 






1,459 


1 


1 








16.042 


10 


17 


10 


3 


422 



11 



i*his portion of country in 1810 had 16,043 inhabitants, but 
^11 admit of a very extensive popuiutiou, and in all probability, 
should peace be soon restored, uili fill up with unexampled r:ipid- 
ity. This is not the case with this district only, but with the 
State generally, as also Indiana and Illinois Territories. For the 
^ar has brought into tho^ parts hundreds and thousands from oth- 
er States, where the soil is inferior and laud so high, that it is Im- 
possible for poor people to purchase. These circumstances will 
render the country which they behold very desirable, and induce 
them to immigrate to it. 

In New Connecticut are 10 preachera and 17 churches supplied 
"With preaching, at least part of the time, and 10 vacant congrcgd- 
tions. The Presbyterians are by far the most numerous. The 
Baptists are very few, and the Methodists have only one circuit . iid 
two preachers in the whole of the district. They are not encour- 
aged by the better informed and most influential class of commu- 
nity. Many -if not meet of the iuhabitauts are from Conijfcticut 
and Massachusetts. They arc well informed and. with some ex- 
ceptions, their manners are less vicious than in the new countries 
i;eneraily. Missionaries are treated with respect, and heard with 
attention. The people are very desirous in many places, not on- 
ly to have occasional preaching but to have Gospel Ministers 
settled among them. The Missionary Society of Connecticut 
have turned their particular attention to this disti'ict. They have 
1 1 missionaries there m ho labor a part of the time in their service, 
and the residue they are supported by the people. The Lord has 
been pleased to pour out his Spirit hei-e, and a revival of religion 
has taken place in some counties from which the happiest eflects 
are likely to result. Some of the most iufluenlial characters, who 
-were Infidels before, have been brought to acknowledge Christ. 
Many churches have already been formed, and many more might 
be organized ; two or three of which uuitu:g could atToid an ade- : 
quate support to a minister* 

Tkd District of CoutOry Stntth of New ConnecUcut between OKo 
Rher and the Muskingum and its waters, cotnvrtses the follMviiisr 



Counties. 


Inhab. 


Preshytprinns. 


Methodists. | 


Min. 


< h. Sti]) 


Vac S(>. 

I 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 


Itin 


Mem 


Columbiana, 

Jefferson, 

Belmont, 

Washington, 

Guernsey, 

Muskingum, 

Tuscaraweis, 

Stark, 


10,878 
17,260 
11,097 
5,991 
3,051 
8,500 
2,045 
2,734 


3 
5 

1 
3 

1 


3 
5 
1 
5 

2 


1 

2 
1 

1 


1,155 

306 
467 

142 


Total, 


61,556 


13 


16 


U 


5 


2,070 



]3 

The populaiiou, except in couoiies bordciing ou the Ohio* h 
toiall and scattered. The soil is ioferior in general, except the 
bolloins on the rivers, to the other portions of this State, and pro- 
babJj will n^t settle very rajddly. The settlements at present 
are chiefly coniined to the water courses. The inhabitants of 
this district are 61,556 ; the Presbyterian ministers 1 3, and those 
chiefly in the villages ; the churches supplied with preaching 16, 
and the vacant congregations 14. The Methodists have (3 
circuit preachers, and 2,070 members in society. There arc 
also a few Baptists here, but as to the number of their churches 
and ministers, I have no information. In the county of JelTer- 
son there is a large settlement of Quakers. There are also sev- 
eral Halcyons in this part of the country, particularly at Mari- 
etta ; and it is probable that the other denominations are far more 
numerous in this district than the Presbyterians. The better 
Informed and influential men, however, even among the irreli- 
gious, prefer the Presbyterian order. The Synod of Pittsburg 
generally send one or two missionaries to labor in this district of 
country, two or three months in the year. The Missionary So- 
ciety of Connecticut, also employ one or two mbsionaries for a 
few weeks. This district of country is in great want of missiona- 
ry labor, for from Steubenville to Marietta along the Ohio, there 
is no Presbyterian preacher, and the settlements are numerous. 
So also after you leave Marietta up the Muskingum to Zanesvilks 
there are none ; and from thence to the head of the river through 
Tuscarawies and Steuben there are none. Through these places 
however, the Methodists hs^ve their circuits. In Tuscarawies 
county the Moravians have a mission among a few Indians, and 
others of their connection settled near them. The Indians are 
very dissipated and greatly degenerated since the time that Lo»> 
kiel gives an account of them. 

There are somfe Deists in almost every part of the country, 
~^many however aie very silent and say litUe. I found some of 
these on the Muskingum, one of whom has lately been brought 
to see and acknowledge the error of his ways. 

I cannot ascertain that there has been any revival of religioo 
lately in any part of this dbtrict. The people are loose in mor- 
als ; the profanation of the Lord's day, swearing and drunken- 
ness, together with horse-racing and gambling, are very common. 
Two missionary circuits might be profitably established in this 
region. The first from Wheeling on both sides of the Ohio to 
Marietta, and for a short distance up Captine Creek and Muskin- 
gum River. The other on Wiirs Creek in Guerusoy county, 
which is wholly destitute, and up the Muskingum above Zanes- 
ville, through Tuscaraweis and Stark counties, in which there are 
flM>me places that have applied to Presbytery for supply. It is very 
probable that a number of churches might be organized in differ- 
ent parts of thb district, was there particular attention paid to the 
subject. The ministers who are already in the country, it will 
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htttMtet appear, hare no leisure to jittend to it. It oaii be doncL 
therefore by miBsionariea only. 

The Disbria rf Ccunhy UtweenMuskkigutn Rher and tJu Scida 
mnd its branches^ and the Ohio Rmr and Mw Cmmectiady has tl^ 
foUoning 



Counties. 


Tnhab. 


Presbyterians. 


Methodists. | 


Min. |Ch.Sup.|Vac Sa 


Itin. 


Mem. 


Athens, 


3,791 


1 


1 


1 






GalMa, 


4,181 




1 


1 






Sciota, 


3,599 








1 


911 


Ross, 


15,514 


3 


e 


3 






Pichaway, 


7,1«4 


3 


3 


1 


1 


769 


Fairfield, 


11,361 


3 


4 


3 


S 


457 


Licking, 


3,853 


d 


- 4 








Coshocton, 


1,536 








1 


310 


Wayne, 


1,000 












Richland, 


1,000 












Knox, 


3,149 


1 


8 




I 


508 


Delaware, 


3,000 


3 


3 


3 


1 


345 


Franklin, 


3,486 


1 


3 


3 






Madison, 


1,603 






1 


3 


134 


Fayette, 


1,854 






1 






ToUl, 


63,850 


14 


35 


13 


10 


3,334] 



A great part of this district is Tery fertile ; Iminigration to it 
has been rapid, and it will soon contain an extensire population. 
The number of inhabitants 63,850, the Presbyterian preachers 
14, churches supplied with preaching are 35, and the vacant 
congregations 1 3. The Methodists have 7 circuits in whole or in 
part, in this district, 10 circuit riders, and 3,334 memliers of their 
society. They are probably the most numerous of any denomi- 
nation. In Fairfield county ar^ several German societies of 
different denominations. In Gallia county is a society of Bap- 
tists, and also in Knox county. 

This is a proper field for missionary labor. Many places in 
Madison, Fayette, and Sciota counties, have made particular 
request to Presbytery for supply, and intimated a desire to settle a 
minister. 

In Gallia countv, there Is a place where a preacher, who would 
take the charge of an Academy, would have a good support, and 
the prospect of usefulness is great. This place is settled by many 
French people, ignorant of all religion, and without a Bible. They 
are very dissipated and spend the Sabbath in dancing and other a- 
musements, which argue that they hold it in sovereign contempt. 
A pious man, who sometime since removed there, opened a meeir 
rng on the SaMtoth, at which he prayed and read $ sernxon, and 
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has been the means, at least externally, of a great reformation is 
manners among them. There is also an opeuiii^ for settlemf utia 
Sciota county, at Alexandria and Portsmouth Iji Delaware 
county, atBixbie settlement and VVorlliiiigton, the iuhabitdutb are 
from New-England Several other *plar( s are. anxious to have- 
stated preaching ; and by particular attention to the subject, many 
societies in different parts mi^ht be formed. 

There has been of late coiiaiderable attention to religion on 
Leading Creek, in Gallia county, also in Knox county, under the 
preaching of Mr. Scott. There has also been a pleusiug attention, 
particularly among the young people, on Rush Creek, and Mount- 
Pleasant in Pichaway county, under Mr. Robinson ; and also ia 
Licldng county, under Mr. Ilarris. 

This part of the country is but little visited by missionaries. 
Those that have been employed here, uere supported by the Mis- 
sionary Society of Connecticut. This tiistrict may be divided 
into two circuits. First, on both sides of the Muskiugum to Scio- 
ta River, and up the same to the Salt cret- 1l» in Ross county, and 
from thence through the country to Galliopolis by the @alt 
Works. The second, through the counties of Coshocton, Wayne^ 
Richmond, Knox, part of Delaware, and licking. 

The Country comprised between the Sewta and the Little Mi- 
andjOnd heads of the Big Miami, and from the Ohio River 
norths to the Indian boundary Une^ has the following Counties^ &c*, 



Counties. 


Inhab. 


Frot;} I r\ i\9 


Methodists. 


Min. |Ch.Sup.|Vac.So: 


Itin. Mem. 


Adams, 


9,434 


1 


3 




1 C94 


Highland, 


5,7^6 


1 


3 


I 






Clermont, 


9,965 








3 


1,073 


Clinton, 


2,674 






y 






.l^arren. 


9,935 


1 


S 


3 






Green, 


5,870 


1 


2 


S 


2 


641 


Champaign, 


6,30r> 


3 

7 


3 


1 






Total, 


49,937 


13 


7 


5 2,408 



This is a very valuable tract of land, and is chiefly in what is 
called the Virginia military lands. The immigr tioii to it before 
the war was rapid, and it will admit from the nature and situiiion 
of the country, a very extensive population. The inhabitants :;re 
49,937. The Presbyterian ministers 7, churc!;es sup^*lied with 
preaching 1 3, and the vacant congregations 7. The Methodists 
are by far the most numerous, they have 5 circuit preachers, and 
9,408 members of society. On the Sciot:i River, and west of it 
to the State line, is the principal seat of the Methodists in this 
State. There are also several New Lights in this part fif the coun- 
try, there is oi^e preacher of theirs in Highland, thiee in Madison^ 
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^d one in Cliampaign county. In the last named countj there 
are 3 fiaptist societies and one church. In this district are some 
other Sectaries headed by raving enthusiasts, Which must expire 
with them, and are therefore unworthy of notice. There is a large 
settlement of Quakers in Highland couAty, and in Warren at Leb- 
anon a settlement of 4, or 500 Shakers, headed by two or three 
that were formerly Presbyterian ministers. In Champaign county, 
on Kings creek, and Harmony, there is a number of UniFersalists. 
In this county formerly the New Lights were numerous, at pres- 
ent they are nearly extinct being blended with the Methodists or 
Baptists. There are some still at Springfield. 

Drunkenness and profane swearing are very prevalent in this dis- 
trict, and the Sabbath is greatly polluted, by visiting, hunting, 
fishing, and neglecting public worship even where they can enjoy 
It. This is a^ good field for missionary labor. In many parts 
there are settlements of Presbyterians that are anxious to have 
preaching, and although there are many of other denominations 
they will go to hear a missionary, and generally behave them- 
selves with propriety, except that there is some occasional inter- 
ruption from their groanings and crying, which the preacher may 
soon stop by adverting in prayer or address to some of the distin- 
guishing doctrines which they reject. Preachers are no longer 
subject to interruption from them in their sermons, as was former- 
ly the case when they first began to spread through the country.^ 
This part of the country is but little visited by missionaries. 
Those who have been here have generally been employed by the 
Synod of Pittsburg, or by the General Assembly. There ^e 
neighborhoods which might soon be organized into societies, 
though they might not be able immediately to support preaching, 
owing to tlie divisions among the people. As society improves, 
these divisions, which arise perhaps from having emigrated from 
different parts will be done away. 

The District of Country which is situateJ on the ivaters of the 
Big Mtaaniy and west of it to the Indiana east line^ contains (he 
following Counties, &c* 



Counties. 


.. . 1 


Presbyterians. | Methodists. ] 


Inhab. 


Min. Ch.Siip.lVac.So. 


Itin. 1 Mem. | 


Hamilton, 

Butler, 

Montgomery, 

Preble, 

Miami, 

Dark, 


15,258 . 
11,150 

7,722 
3,304 

} 3,941 


2 

2 
1 


2 
4 
1 


1 
1 


1 


817 
217 


Total, 


41,375 


5 


7 


3 


4 


1,034 


Total in Qhio. 


431,760 


49 


78 


46 36 


9,258 
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This d&triol, with the counties of Warren, Btttm, aiid Cliampai|;ic 
in the district last mentioned, is far the best part of Ohio, both in 
soil and situation. Cincinnati, in particular, is the pleasantest sit- 
uated town in the western countnr* — ^has considerable trade and « 
laii^e population, nearly 3,000. The country has settled rapidlj, 
and in a few years of peace and prosperity would be very popu- 
lous. 

The inhabitants of this district are 41,375 ; Jthe Presbyterian' 
preachers 5, churches supplied 7, and vacancies 3. The Metho- 
dists have a part of several circuits through it, about i itinerants,- 
that ride circiut, and 1,034 members in their society., The Baptists 
liaVe perhaps as many as 1 societies ; of them however I am 
not correctly advertised. This was formerly the seat of the New 
XJghts. They are now dwindling away. Many of the better 
part of the preachers, as well as people, have seen and acknowl- 
edged their errors, and have returned to the Presbyterian church. 
Some have joined the Methodists, and ere long, probably, the 
name alone will remain. There are some Infidels, and their 
brethren the Universalbts, all scattered in different places. There 
afe also a few Halcyons and Swedenbutgers, and one New Light 
in Butler county. In Prebk, are two New Light preachers, and 
one in Miami county. 

This is a district which stands in great need of missionary la- 
bors. Her^ might be many societies soon oi^anized, and some 
of them, if the people would unite^ could support a minister. The 
ODunties of Pre})le, Dark, and Miami are wholly destitute of 
preaching, excepting by a few New Lights, and some Methodists. 
BuUer and Montgomery have only three preachers ; and many of 
these places have had but little attention from missionary so- 
cieties. The wild enthusiasm, which raged through these parts 
a few years ago, was a discouragement to missions among them ; 
for no regular preacher could pass by without reproving many 
things, which would bring on him immediate persecution. Here 
is a great variety of relig^ms opinions, a number of Arminians and 
Socinians $ for the New Lights are all SocinianSi as will hereafter 
appear. 

This with the former district will afford two good circuits. One 
down the Ohio, oh both sides, as low as Big Miami ; the other 
through the counties of Champaign, Miami, Dark, Preble, Mont- 
gomery, and Greene. This last circuit, Mr. James Hughes, who 
has lately removed to Urbana, Champaign county, would be wil- 
ling to undertake. 

There has been some attention to religion in these parts, partic- 
ularly at Buck creek, Champaign county, where there is a small 
Presbyterian society. It originated from a meeting which some 
pious people conducted, for they had no preacher. The manner 
of conducting these meetings was by reading the scriptures, a ser- 
mon, and singing and prayer. There has also been some atten- 
tion in Butler comity. The Methodists say I here has been a vety 
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. Ip^eftt )r6tiyai of religibii ^mdng theitt, as n^tso Ao iht fiaptlgfai, 
and that their numbers have doubled within the last^e:)r lu Mi- 
ami district' From the best information that could be obtdned 
from eye witnesses of this work, there is ii^eat reason to believe, that 
it was principallj terror and fear which induced numbers to join 
those societies; for this work began and ended uith the eurth* 
quakes, in those countries; and the whole strain of preaching by 
the Baptists and Methodists was^ that the end all things liasat 
hand, and if the people were not baptized, or did not join societji 
there was no hope for them. This qiay be deemed uncharit .b|e 
by some, but not when it is considered, that tne Methodists in that 
region require no evidence of holiness of heart to become mem- 
bers of their society, and that the religious experiences of many 
consist only in dreams and visions, or the remark^ible suggestion 
of some alarming texts of Scripture, and after that some which 
afford great comfort It is also a fact that many, who joined 
their societies during the earthquakes, have already left them. 
Some have been excluded from their communion, and others are 
under censure. It must not however l>e understood th it there 
-were not among the number some subjects of real conversion*. 
But the work as a whole is not entitled to be called a great re* 
Tival of religion^ 

The inhabitants of the State of Ohio ate emigrants from the 
diflferent States in the Union, and cannot be said, as yet, to have 
formed a distinct character. Those from Xew England, have 
carried with them the habits, and a love for the institutions, of 
their native States. We find them indulging the same independ* 
eoce in thought and actions, cherishing the same love of order, civil 
and religious, and expressing the same anxiety for the improvement 
of society, by the establishment of schools, and the ordinances of 
the gospel. Those from New Jersey and Pennsylvania, par- 
ticularly of the Scotch and Irish descent, are very ready to unite 
in promoting the establishment of schools, and in supporting 
the gospel. Whilst those of German extraction, together with 
emigrants from Maryland, Virginia, and Kentucky, are too fre- 
quently regardless of l>oth, and too fondly cherish that high toned 
and licentious spirit, which will su6!er neither contradiction nor 
opposition, and which is equally inconsistent with civil and re- 
ligious order. 

Schools are not generally established throughout the State, 
though they are introducing in many parts as rapidly as thfr 
scattered situation of the settlements will admit. They are gen- 
erally found in the villages ; and it must be confessed that the 
instructors, at least many of them, need to be instructed them- 
selves, not only in knowledge, but also in manners and morals. 
In many places, good and abl^ teachers are much wanted, and 
would be well paid for their s^^rvices. In this State, places have 
heen designated for three Colleges ; one in New Conecticut, one 

G 
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ta Athem county-, and one in PreUe. The bwlding which ira» 
erected for the purpose of a College in Nev Connecticut tiaa been 
destroyed by fixe. The one id Athens ii in operatitm imder 
the charge ol the Rev. Jacob Lindslef. Thii ii endowed ' 
with a large tract of land, which is leased out, and would 
twioji; in considerable rent if puucluaily paid, which nnhapi^f b 
not the case. It is feared, b; the Meudt of this Institution, that ' 
while the present state of things flontiUues, it will be so cramped at 
todeslroy Hs usefulness. The Trustees of the College in Freble 
have not jet erected their building, nor hare thef funds to proceed, 
the income from their lauds being of small account. The late 
Rev. Jahn W. Broirn,inatDur through the N^ortheni and EaBtcm 
States, collected fur the Trustees about $ 1,000 in money, and 
fa|etween 1, and S,000 dollars in books. 

The great body of iuhabitanls in this State, who are not profei- 
■ors of religion, are not fixed in their reHgious sentimMits. The- 
most intelligent generally give preference to the Fresbyteriaa or- 
der, but multitude» probably would be Presbyterians, Baptists, n 
Methodists, according to the denomination of the preacher under 
whose instructioD they received their first religious impreBeions. 

In October. 1S13, was formedjthe Ohio Bible Society,wbich haft 
Feceired the support of the pious of difTerent denominations. Dur- 
ing the lut year, they have dislrilMited upwards of seven hundred 
Bibles, two hundred of which were sent to them by the Conuect- 
icut Bible Society ; and at their last meeting they appointed three 
ministers, to ride through the State to preach on this subject, 
showii^ the importance and necesdty of such an instituUoii, and 
to solicit subicriptions and donations for tiie same. 



KENTUCKY. 

Mr. Mills and myself entered this State ssth November, and 
left it on the 96th Decenriier, 1813. 

TTu Disfrtd ^Counby between Ou Virginia line, OUo tad liek" 
ing Rwers comprises. 



Counties. 


InhnS 


M.V 


tTsbvterians. 


Bapusii. 


lVlttll()(l!St>i. J 


'h.Siip.lVa.So, 


MiT. 1 Ch. 




Grermp, 

MaHon, 


1 ,4i9 


, 


1 












Bracker, 


5,706 








1 


3 






Campbell, 


3,283 








3 


4 
























Fleming, 


8,947 


1 




3 


.-> 


1 


635 


Fkyd. 


S.«S 






1 


2 


I [ E82 1 




3B.606 


a 1 3 1 


11 1 ?* 


4 1 I.«4 1 
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Tlite ii ft very broken, mountainoui country. ' The river bot> 
toDiB, Nick U IhoK on riven in geaeral, are of the first quatily. 
Vhe upland alio is very fertile and rich. Its poiwIaUau, tiowev- 
a, will not probably greatly increaie from tminigrntiou to iL Tlie 
inbabitants are 3e,C0&. The Presbyteriaa preucht-re only 3, and 
^urchea Mip[rfied nith preaching 3. Uf the fiaptisls iu thii dis- ' 
trict I bare no particiilar account, not faaTing been able to [irocurs 
the Minutes of their Association. From the best infonnation, 
the estimate in the Statbtical Table is probatdy correct, ubich is 
31 preachers, and '24 churches. The Methodists faavs 4, circuit 
xiden In theb- bounds, and I ,*94, members belonging to tiieir soci- 
e^. There are also two New liighl preachers and a few people 
of their denomination. 

'Xhis region is seldMn visited by Miadonaries, nor is there any 
great prospect of forming Presbyteriao ckurches, the greatest part 
of the people bein;; Baptists or Methodists, and extremely bigot- 
ed. The circuit proposed tlirough the two last districtsin Ohio) 
irould also embrace the setUements on the river in this district, 
And which in fact are the most important. 

yhe Distrid ^ Country hOmten Qu Lickutg md Kentacijf 
Bivera haa the/oUomng Counttes, &e. ' 



Oiunties. 




Presbyteiians. 


BaptisK,liMcth()(listH.|N Lif;'i-.s.l 


lohab. 


STST 


C^VA 


Pr^ CM. 


thh: 


Mem.. M. 


< li. 


Itoooe, 


3,603 








4 


6 






PeiH'leton, 


3,065 








4 


7 


1 


351 






Hanison, 


r,752 










10 








1 


Nicholas, 


4,898 




1 




i 


8 










BourtHm, 


18,009 


a 


s 




3 


7 






3 


3 


Balh. 


? 12,975 




1 
1 




S 

3 


i 

7 


h 


930 






Esti]^ 


3,082 








1 


3 










-Clarke, 


11,519 




1 




a 


6 








3 


Fayette, 


21,370 




4 




7 


13 


2 


803 








8,3/7 




1 




1 


4 










WoodfoW, 


9,655 






2 


2 


4 










ivwltlin, 


12,419 
8,013 




1 


1 


5 

3 


9 










Gallatin, 


3,307 








3 


7 








■fotal, 


VjTM^ 12 


17 U 


5U 


101 S 


•2,Wi 


^~6"l 



This a tract of land which has rendered Kentucliy so celebrated 
for the ezcelleocy of its soil ; and the abundance of its crops is not 
exceeded, if equalled, by any portion of upland in our country. 
The population is already great, but will admit of a very great 
Increase. It amounts at present to 1 97,049. There are 13 Presby- 
terian cunisters, 17 churcbes are supplied, and there are 1 1 va- 
cant coDgregalione, which are able to support gospel ministers. 
The Baptists are very numerous, they have 50 preachers, and 1 01 
dmiches. The Methodists have 5 circuit riders through this dis- 
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irkt, and S.084 be]on8;iii^ to their communioir. The Kew lAf^tM 
have 5 preachers .tiid 6 churches. The Episcopalians have ft 
preachers and ::{ societies, h hich are the only Episcopalian societies 
in thi*" Stute The Romanists have a chapel at Lexington^ and 
another in Scott county. 

This portion of the Vineyard is in p'eat want of laboren, 
though it is visited every year for a fe\i weeks by some of the 
missionaries under the direction of the General Assembly. The 
ministers that are settled have not leisure to devote that time to 
the attention of v tcmt congregations, and the formation of dew 
societies, which Is desirable, owing to their being obliged to spend 
a gr^at p'irt of their time in some worldly busuiess, lo support 
their families. 

There is a prospect of forming churches, particularly at the 
county seats, which generally, make application to Presbyterj 
for supplies, if there were persons who would turn their attention 
to this subject. The generality of men of information prefer the 
Presb} terian order. It is however to be lamented, that there Is 
a disposition to give up their opinions on this subject, and act 
against their better judgment, in order to secure |>o|»i)larit^9 and 
promote their interest; , , 

The morals of the people are loose, and many of the inhabitant* 
are extremely ignorant, as well as very vicious. The vices most 
prevalent are those which have been already mentioned, profani* 
t}^ g.imbling, horse-racing, fighting, drunkenness and violation of 
\ the Sabbath. The> generally treat missionaries with respect ; 
still there is not thit regard for the clerical order among them, 
-which is (leMr '.ble. This arises from the principle of the Method- 
ists and Bafitists in selecting their preachers, and from the man- 
ners of the preachers themselves. Some short time since, the 
preaching of one of the missionaries of the General Assembly 
Was greall} blesseil among the Baptists in Boone county, and was 
the commencement of a considerable attention among them. 
There, has also been a gre^t stir among the Baptists and Meth*^ 
odists lately through this State generally. 

In this part of the country are many Infidels. They are not 
so open and bold as formerly, and appear to carry on a more 
covert attick. In 1812, no less than tkre^e Infidel publication^ 
issued from the press at Lexington ; and some of them published 
by peisois unknown. Of one of th«:se publications some were 
elegantly bound, and presented to the Legislature. A gentleman, 
a professed Infidel, was about to est blish a school on NeiPs sys- 
tem, where youth are to sti>y from eight to twenty -one years, and 
thus be iijitiated into all the iilosions of infidelity from tbehr earr 
liest infancy. 



The JMstriit ^ Country sUuattd hdmeea Kentudy tmtl Gra^ 
JUvtTS, Comprises thefoUeniing Counties, Sfc. 



Coumies. 


Inhab. 


Presbyterians 


B»p is.s. 


Methodists. J 


Min t KSof,. Var.So- 


ffea 


lai. 


Itin. 


Mem 




6.777 
















«;; 


l*.hr7 


1 


3 


1 






1 


son 


14,ii7« 


1 


a 








3 


sec 


Mercer, 


K,6i0 


•i 














Gerard, 


9,lfc5 


















6,73S 




r 








I 


6« 


Washington, 


I3,.4a 


1 














Harden, 


7,531 


















2,301 
















Biackenndge, 


.I,*;© 


































i.ullet. 


4.j'll 
















Jefferson, 


13, .99 


'J 


3 












Lilicnln, 


8,676 




s 










Total, I1S0.971 1 10 I 10 | 4 | 4S 


74 


7 3.0171 



The toil or Ihb district, forthe Hpaceof 40 mileeftom the Ohio^ 
li similtirto lh:it iif the formei dUlriLt, meationed as situated on the 
same river, and' the land od the waters nhich fall into the Ken- 
Juckj, resembles the soil opposite to it, od the east side of the 
fiTer. 'I'he land op the waters which fall into Green BiveriB 
a fcrade inferior to thdt just described. Still it will admit of a 
i;real increase ol popul ,tion. 

The number at itihabitants is I3D97I. ' The Fresb^teriaa 
minislers are 10; the churches supplied, by them 18, and the 
Tacant conKrefEutions 4. The Baptists have 43 preachers, and 
74 churches. The Methodists have 7 circuit riders, and 3,017 
members belongiug to their socii ty. The Rouiaii Catholics are 
^EO ni^merous in parts of this district. In Bairdstowp, Kelioa 
County, resides a Roman Catholic Bishop. Joseph Flaggett. He 
lias with him four priests. Fenvick. Buden, limericks, and Wilson. 
They have a College near Springfield, at which are about twelve 
Toung persons prepuriiiK to he priests. Tliey are also erecting a'' 
Kunnery on Harden's Creek, Mercer county, about ten miles from 
' Springfield. They have four Chapels in Nelson, four in Wa^bins- 
ton, one in Mercer, and one in Jefferson. It is said they are increa- 
»ing. Tbere are tvo societies of Shakers, one in Mercer, the 
other ip Lincoln county, each consisting of about five hundred 
people. This district is visited seldom by misionaries, though it 
irould appear by rf presentation, that they are much needed. 
There are neighborhoods of Presbyterians in maiiy counties 
Anxious to have preaching. Some Frenbyterian societies could- 
aho be formed, particularly in the county towns, for wherever 
^ou find men well informed there- is a decided preference to that 
t^OBunatioDj and rathec than hear the Baptists and Alethodist*) 



generally, they alUud no vliere, andl the conseqiieiiGe is a gradnat 
and total neglect of the SalAatli day. Tlie vicei before enumerated 
HTe alBO very ^evalent in this district. The BaplUts and Method- 
iits Bay they have had a great revival among them. The remurka 
already made on the revival ia Ohio, are applicable (o this, aa 
fax as the earthquakes reacbed. 

The Country siUmUd at the head of Green River, and bettseen Sit 
Kenlwh) and CtimherUmd tiivers, compriaen ike/oUomaig 
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1,731 
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2 
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WajDc, 


£,«0 






1 


'2 


5 1 


543 


Total, 


41/,ifi 


3 


1 


3 IS i .xi i ' £93 I 



This is a .very mountainouB and broken country ; the ttoil not 
more than middling ; and the chief employmtint of the lubabit- 
ants is the manufacture of saltpetre, ol nhich immniBe quantities 
are made in this aiid the nest dihtricl, nod »]«n iu Tenuewee. 
This is not a very desirable part of ttie country to Hve in, and the 
population, vhich is now very small and scattered, in all pioba- 
bility, will not greatly <tr rapidly increase. 

There are 41,656 inhabitants. The Presbyterian ministers are 
3 ; one church is supplied, and 3 are vacant. It appears strange, 
that there should be 3 preachers, and but one church supplied. It 
needs an explanation. They only reside here, but supply church- 
es in other counties. The IJaplists have 15 preachers, and 35 
churches. In this district, and in two or three adjoining counties, 
is also what u called the South Kentucky Association of Baptists. 
TheEC are entirely AriausorSociniansinsentinient. They have It 
preachers, 38 churches, and 1,300 members in their connection. 
There are here also a few New Lights. 

There is no prospect of forming churches here, owing to the 
divbions and dissenlsons which exist among the people on religious 
matters, and a disposition, which is very common where Baptists 
and Methodists are prevalent, an unwillingness to support the 
Gospel. The great mass of the people are very rude, ignorant, 
and vicious. It is possible, if a good missionary were sent among 
them, that he would be heard with attention. 



The DiHrkttitaated South and West of Green Rher, and exUnding 
S» the State lines on the Soidh and West, comprises 



C nun ties. 
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P,esbvwn.uis 


liap ist.. 


Methoili^.jN. Lights. 
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Ht-e I h. 
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Adair, 


6,011 
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11,286 
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1 
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W..rren. 


11,9:7 
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Ligan, 


12,123 
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2 


3 


3 
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Butler, 


2,181 
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2 


rhristian, 


ll.Oi'O 


1 
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2 
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1 
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Mughlenberg, 
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s 
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Hopkins, 
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1 
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2 
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Tiilal, 


rtWSW 


T 


"iT 


J3 


30 


S9 
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~ 


~9 



This part of KentucVy is denominated Barrens. Fonnerly- 
there n»s ncircely any kind of timber on it, except in small 
spots. At present a great part of it is covered with sbrub oak ; 
UiP soil ia very light and poor, otIierwiM the land is pleasantly 
situated, beiug very rolling. The populatioii la scattered, 
being chiefly confined to spots, vhere there are timber and 
water, for it ia verj' difficult to proclire water by digging. The 
population will probably uot greatly increase. Below Green 
River on the Ohio, the land is not broken, as on the upper part ' 
•f tlie river- 
There are 80,539 inhabitants. The Presbyterian ministers 
are 8, the churclies supplied by them 1 3, the vacant societies is. 
The Baptist preachers 30, and their churches 59, The Method- 
ists have 4 circuit riders in this district, and 1,570 members of 
society. The Cumberland Presbytery have 4 or 6 preachers, 
and about 1 churches, besides several places of preaching. There 
are some Hew Lights here. There is also, a socie^ or two of 
Dunkers, who hold to the doctrine of the ITniversalists. 

The Genera! Assembly sends a missionary into thlspal't of the 
country, to labor a few weeks annuallj'. The peopK are very 
desirous to be,^ visited by regular ntiniaters, and treat such mis- 
sionaries with respect and attention. There has been a great 
number of applications from this district to Muglileoberg Pres- 
bytery for supply. There is scarcely a county seat, which has 
not applied, and some of them are able and also anxious to settle 
a Presbyterian minister. I'he sentiments of many of the people 
aie Arminian,' the greater pnrt. howeverj hare no fixed opinions 
or principles ; and it is a lament-ible case, that many of them are 
regardless of relifpon, while others are blown ibout " by every 
wind of doctrine." The Baptists and Methodists have had n 
great increase of numbers to their respective societies. There 



l^dS bceA DO pariicular attention among the Presbyterian^. TIi^ 
morals of the people are very lax. They appear totally regard-* 
less of the Sabbath. 

The short time I spent in this State renders it impossible to 
point out any missionary circuit. It is recommended to Mission- 
ary Societies, to dire<5t their missionaries to consult the Presbyte- 
ries in whose bounds they propose to labor, for information, as t0 
the places which promise most success 

The inhabitants of Kentucky are chiefly from Virginia, fhodghh 
there are emigrants from almost ev.erj State in the Union, and 
every Kingdom in £urope ; these however bear but a small pro- 
portion to the whole population. Many of the earlier, as well 
as later settlers, were men of great respectability and weight of 
character, and their influence has had a good elTect orn the circle 
around them. The great mass of the people, however, were igno- 
Tant, poor, and vicious, and h.ive handed to their descendants 
their feelings and habits. Before a regular government is estab- 
lished in a new country, a certain cIhss of society is too much in 
the habit of doing that which is right in their own eyes, without 
regard to the actions, feelings, or interests of others. 

£xcept in the villages, which are sinks of ini<)uity, there ar6 
tery few schools established, throughout the St.ite. The Legis^ 
lature have endeavored to make some provision for the estab- 
lishment of Academies, in the different counties, and for this 
purpose have granted 6.000 acres of land west of Green River, to 
each county. This land is worth from fifty cents, to one dollar 
per acre, but very little benefit has yet been realized from \U 
At Lexington is a College established, which has perhaps fifty 
studen^. It is not in a 'flourishing condition. Its funds are 
nearly $ 3,000 annually. 



TENNESSEE. 

This State is divided by the Cumberland Mountains into East 
and West/^ennessee. Half, if not five eights, of the land in this 
State is claimed by the Cherokee and Chickes iw Indians. Th6 
inhabit^Cs^are from the Carolinas.and Kentucky chiefly, a few 
are firom Virginia and Georgia. 

SASrr TEKK£88ES. 

> The soil of this part of the State is light snd poor, in com- 
parison with ^'hat is denominated good land in the western 
country. The timber is chiefly oak, and great portions of ft 
only shrub oak. The settlements are chiefly •confined to th6 
Holstein, Clinch, and French Broad Rivers, with their watens. 
The state of society; is generally much more improved here 
than in West Tennessee, or Kentikky. 
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Xt comprises HufoUowing Counties, Ac. 



Counties. 


Inhab. 


Presbjterians. 


Methodists. | 


Min. 


Ch.Sup.|Vac. So. 


Itin. 


1 Mem. 


Bledsoe, 
Rhea, 


] 3,504 


1 

1 


1 

• 








Roane, 


S,58l 






3 


1 


651 


Anderson, 


3,95g 












Clairborn, 


4,798 


« 






1 


600 


Campbell, 


3,668 












Kno;s, 


10,170 


4 


8 


1 






Sevier, 


4,595 






3 


3 


059 


Cocke, 


5,154 












Blunt, . 


8,839 


1 


1 


^ 


y r 




Granger, 


6,397 




■ . 




2 


581 


Hawkins, 


7,649 






1 


I 


305 


Sullivan, 


6,847^ 






1 






Washington, 


7,740 


1 


3 


1 






Carter, 


4,190 


* 






I 


187 


Green, 


9,713 


1 


1 1 


1 


473 


JefTerson, 


7,309 


3 


3 






' ' total, 


|98,107| 10 1 1«5 1 11 


9 


3,456 



It appears from the above Table, that the population of thig 
district is 98,107. The Presbjtenan ministers are 10; the 
churches supplied by them 1 5, and the vacant societies 1 1 . The 
Methodist itinerants are 9, and the members of their societ7 
8,456. In the first seven counties there are 14 Baptist preach-^ 
ers and 30 churches, and in the other counties 13 preachers aild 
25 churches ; the particular number in each county I could not 
ascertain. The Baptists are the mo»t numerous, and probably the 
Presbyterians next. The Presbyterians probably are loosing 
ground, for some of their most active and zealous preachers have 
removed to West Tennessee. Here are ten counties contain- 
ing upwards of 50,000 inhabitants, witliout one Presbyterian 
preacher, and scarcely a church. The General Assembly sends 
a missionary here occasionally, to labor a few weeks'; but as a 
great portion of his time is necessarily consumed in ^oing and 
returning, very little benefit can result from si^ch missions. It 
must be confessed that missionaries are much needed here ; 
many churches might be organized, and societies formed, were 
there, only persons who could devote themselves to this object* 
The ministers that have already settled here, have so scanty a 
support, that they have to resort to some other occupation than 
preaching to maintain theii' families. 

Within a year a Mbsionary, Tract, and Bible Society, uniting 
all these objects, has been formed in this district. ' It is the .first 
and only Missionary Body, except the Syaod of Pittsburg, west 

D 
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ef the Allegany, and promises to be a blessing to this part of tfie 
cciiotn . The Coustitutiou is similar to that of the ^' Massachu- 
ictK VfJssioiiJir^ Societ)*." The following is an extract of a 
ij;t:. r. p'Cf'ivp(t since my return, from CharleaCoi&n, D. D. Pres- 
hAt'\'i o) Giv^i) College, East Tennessee. 

•'Ilav!.i:r fiim\ Krother Emerson's 'Evangelical Primer,* I 
am anxious it may be disliibutert extensively throughout the 
botiiuis o: East TenucBsee Missionary Society. . Mort^ espe- 
ci ii!y, I ^vish the children of m\ coagregitiou may all have them. 
You must know all the Bible and Tract Societies in the middle 
aud jiojlheru Stales. It mast therefore be in your pov.er to 
help us materially, by procuring a number of these Catechismsi^ . 
Bibies and Tracts on the most important subjects, for distribu- 
tion : Family relijrion, the Sabbi th and its duties, th- baptismal 
covtinant, the advantages of early piety, &c. &c. : ;iie suc'^ as t 
should cho'.>se. My wish is that you would see wliat can be done 
for us, and commuinCHte the result. I should anticipate great 
good, were the Massachusitts Missionary Society to turn th*4f at- 
teiit!on to this State. I was one who assisted to organize it, aud 
grcutiy rejoice in its inefease. 

" For our Society we expect more members than means. We 
have more ground than our missionaries cnn occupy, and we 
have reasoh to hope, that other Societies will aid us, and work 
with us, to the extent of their power. Dr. Morse, says, in his 
Geography, ' Tennessee does not yet seem to have developed its 
character.' Missionary m^ans and exertions may have great iu;^ 
flucuce in forming it.'* 

WEST TENNESSEE; 

The soil of West Tennessee is very excellent, particularly be* 
tween the Cumberland and Duck Rivers, and west of Cumberland 
Mountains. Many portions of this district are equal to the besi 
lands in Kentucky, and as a whole, it is not inferior to the land 
in that State. The settlements are chiefly confined to the east 
of Tennessee and north of Duck Rivers. There are however a 
few settlements on the south waters of the Duck, and the branch- 
es of Elk Rivers. This portion of country has increased rapidly 
in population within a few years^ aud in all probability will con*^ 
tinue to increase. 
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3 
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From this Table it appears tba>i the inbabUanU of W.st Ten- 
■nesseeare 160,360; Preet^terian mlnlGtin M. ChareliCB supplied 
-fafUiem^O, and the vacant eocietieB J3. The Bnptists h^vr 48 
preachers and 71 churches, including, besides those mentioned in 
"the above Tabte, an Associ'ition in the four counties last iijined, 
irhich consists of 14 preachers and S5 ctiuicheE; the number in 
' each county I could not ascertain. The MetbiKlistH have 1 
iQuerauts, and 4,453 members id their society. There are also 
seven spitakfrs betonein^ to the Cumberland Preeb) Irrj'. and .-i 
|d»r New Lights. It further appears, thil there are fiflccn coim- 

! ttes containing nearly 1 00.000 iiibabitint', without a sinsl': Pros- 
byterian minister anions them. It must be obsprvei!. h'>v. rvcr, 
that the Pmsbj leri^m church is incrensin^ very rapidly \v. memben , 
and ministfrA. and were there pr^■.lcher^ m^iny morr chnuhe^a 
misht be formed. There is a preesnig calf to thp Prcpbjt'-ry 
from the villages and toirns, in every county lor supply, aril it :s 
greatly to be regretted thjt they cinnot be supplipd « ith prcpnr 
mission I ries or minintfTs. Mr. Bbckbume is of opinion, that .i 
great ntnnber of churches mi^ht be organized, if thes-e iT<ie.t 
proper person employed in t!ie business ; and regrets Ibal his time 
iflsomucli occupied nith his school, that he has no leisure t^ 

■ -devote to this object. It would grtatly promote veli%i«Ti \S«ob«, 



as 

Missionary Body would employ this man in tkeir t^nrice, pennff' 
ting him at the same time td supply his own societies. The more 
intelligent and enlightened people are decidedly in favor of Pret- 
byterianism, and missionaries are treated with respect and heard 
with attention. These men too, will rather spend the Sabbatht 
at the tavern, or riding and visiting for their amusement, than 
attend the preaching of Baptists or Methodists. 

The state of society in this country is poor, and has made 
little advancement, as is the case in all new countries, for the 
lower class of people, who are very rude, ignorant, and vicious, 
constitute the mass of population. There are, however, in almost, 
eveiy county, some very respectable families from the Atlantic 
States. The vices most prevalent are intempe^nce, profanity,, 
and violation of the Sabbath, )^ainbling, duelling, and hone- 
racing. 

Schools are established in the" villages about the country, but. 
few in the country settlements, and perhaps the great body of the 
people do not encourage them. There are two Colleges, one in 
£a8t Tennessee, at Knoxville, and one in West Tennessee, at 
iNashville, endowed by the United States with 50,000 acres oC 
land, which has been sold at one dollar per acre. The one in, 
West Tennessee is in operation, and has between forty and fifty 
students. The College at Knoxville is not yet erected. In East 
Tennessee are two other Colleges, one in Washington county, of 
which the Rev, Mr. Daak is President ; and one in Green county,, 
at the head of which is the Rev. Charles Coffin, D. D. These 
two Colleges have been great blessings to the State, and at them 
tnauy of the physicians, lawyers, and ministers in that part of 
the country were educated. At the College in Green are five 
joung men preparing for the ministry. Congress has also appro- 
priated 100,000 acres of land for the purpose of establishing 
Academies in each county. Many of these are already in opera- 
tion, and have more students than their Colleges, and as good in<% 
atructors. 

MISSISIPPI TERRITORY. 

The soil of this Territory is various, from the very best to the 
very poorest. The upper part of the Territory, as low as Yazoo 
River, is much of it very good. From .the Yazoo to the line of 
demarkation, the good land extends only a few miles from the 
Missisippi, until it is interrupted by broken land, which extends 
twenty or thirty miles in breadth, and beyond that is a poor light 
^oil. The timber is long leaf piae, which extends to Torobigby 
and Mobile Rivers, and south through West Florida to the Gulph,, 
in which tract there is no good laud except on the water courses. 
It is estimated that not more than three eighths of this large 
tract of country will answer for cultivation, either from the bar-* 
rep, swampy, or broken state of tjie country. 
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Tluree-fourihs of Ibis Territoiy are still claimed by the Ohock- 
lavs, Chickesaws, Cherokee, ttnd Creek Indians. The settlements 
are few, and many of them very scattering. On the Missisippi, 
they begin at the mouth of the Yazoo, and extend for a few miles 
from the .River to the line of demarkation, and along this line 
«ast to Mobile, and up MobiJe and Tombigby, in the forks of 
Alabama, a few miles above St. Stephens. There is also one 
#ounty, m. Madison, north of Tennessee River. 

This Territory contains the foUomng Counties, &c^ 



Counties* 




Presbyterians. * Methodists, j 




Inhab. 


Min. 


Ch. Sup 


Vac. So. Itin. 


Mem. 


Warren, 


1,114 








!■ 




Clairbome, 


3^102 




I 


- 


149 


JefTeison, 


4,001 


1 


1 


- 






Adams, 


1 0,002 


2 


2 




2 


186 


Wilkinson, 


5,068 


I 1 


1 




2 


- 61 


Amite, 


4,750 


1 




1 


170 


Madison, 


4,699 




■ 




1 


S48 


Washington, 


3,9^0 








3 


140 


Franklin, 


2,016 


; 










Wayne, 


1,253 




■ 








Baldwin,* 

4 


1,437 










• 


Total, Whites. 


40,352 


4 


6 




9 


1,054 


Slaves, 


17,088 
57,440 


f 








^ 


Total, Inhab. 





From the preceding Table it appears that the population of this 
Territory i^ 57,440 ; Presbyterian churches 6, the ministers 4, the 
IMethodists itinerants 9, members of society 1,054. Of the Bap- 
tists, there are in Madison county 2 preachers, and 5 churches. 
In the other counties there is an Association consisting of 1 1 
preachers and 15 churches, and 494 members in their communion. 
The number of preachers and churches in each county I did not 
learn. It will also be seen that there are six counties, containing 
upwards of 14,000 inhabitants without one Presbyterian preacher. 
Of the four Presbyterian ministers, one is superannuated and with- 
out a charge, the other three are obliged to teach schools to sup- 
port their families ; so that the whole work of their ministry con- 
wts merely in preaching on the Sabbath. It must be confessed 
that «very part of this Territory is a field for missionary labor, 
and it is thought that a few societies and churches might be or- 
ganized, and that a zealous, faithful preacher, of engagmg address, 
would obtain a handsome support. . 

* The five counties last nained constitute the Mobile dl^ilct* 
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7be slate of vocielj in tkis Territorj is tnily deplorable. Mosl 
v( the emigrants to this couRti) Ccone Yic.t^ tor * tliCe i^urpose of 
amassing wealth, and that objfxt seems to have al>Dbrt>ed their 
souls. 

The schools are few ancl indifferent. At Washiiigtou is a GoV 
lege endowed with a large tract of land, but its ii'CMue is'smaU. 
One of the Presbyterian ministers has the charge of it. 

A Bible Society has lately been orgaqis^d at Nalcii<:z. is patron- 
iaed by the influential men in the Territory, and promises utility. 

INDIANA TERRITORY. 

The soil of this tenritory is, in general, very (excellent, particu- 
larly on the waters of the Big Miami, and White Rivera, the 
Wabash and its tributary streams. The poorest land, i: ti.!» 
Teritoryi is between the falls of Ohio and Anderson Rivers, N '»-g 
chiefly a hard gravelly ^1, timbered with o:zk of sn) J( groucii. 
The land between Anderson and Saline Rivers is chi^ ijy »ood, 
but its situation, in general, is uuhealthy. The best i mds in this 
territory are still claimed by the Indians. 

The settlements are on the Whitewater, and other braiicJir'S of 
the Big Miami, and on the Ohio ; between the falls of C-du^ and 
Yincennes, there are a few houses. There are' veiy fiourit^hiug 
settlements about Yincennes. 

Indiana Territory contains the foUomng Coutdies, She. 



Counties. 


Baptists. 
Inhab. Prea. Ch 


Met 

Itin. ' 

i 


liodist: 

VterrT." 


N.Lisrols. 

p.-ea. 


Franklin, 


2,100 


3 


4 


6i)i. 




Wayne, 


1,830 


1 


U 




' 




Dearborn, 


3,140. 


4 


6 


1 


350 




Jefferson, 


i,500' 


2 


4 








Clarke, 


4,450 


3 


5 


1 


381 




Harrison, 


3,595 


1 


2 




. 




Knox,« 


7,645 


1 


6 


2 
5 


173 




Total, 


34,250 


14 


29 


i.2lO 


6 



c 

•■Si rz 

VcA 
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In this district, containing a population of 24,250, the Bap- 
tists have 14 preachers and 29 churches ; the Methodists have 
^.itinerants and 1,210 members in their society, and there are 
« preachers of the New Lights. At Bussiiron, not far from Yin- 
cennes was a Shaker settlement^ but it has been lately broken up ' 
by the war. There is also a settlement of about 80 souls, of 
Swilzers, from Yevey in the Pays de Yaud, near'Geneva Lake, 
who speak the French language. These people are Calvintsts 
in sentiment, xand regret that they harve no one to preach to them 

* Knox oonnty is on the Wabash, about Vinccnncs. 
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In their own language. B7 occupation they are Tine dregsert, 
and have about twenty aores of vineyard. At their vintage in 
181 1. they wade 3,700 gallons of red wine, >from the Cape grape, 
besides some from the Madeira grape. They are sober, industri- 
ous^ and frugal, and though they have no minister, they meet 
together ojj tiie Sabbath, lor the purpose of reading the Scrip- 
tures, a sermon, prayer, and singing. John James Oidfour, a man 
of upwards of 80, a vine drobser of Yevey in Switzerland, who 
has seven children, six of whom are heads of families, in thiscolo*- 
ny, has sent a long epistle to tliem and the whole colony, on the 
diTereiit «ubjects of Theology, as a new-year'*s gift, and desired 
that they would read it frequently^'in their meetings on the Sab- 
bath, but by all means, on every new-year's day, when all of them 
should assemble for that purpose. There is only one Presbyteri- 
an minister in this rapidly settling territory. 

One great cause of the number of Baptists and Methodists in 
the western country is, that ,they direct their a.ttention to places, 
which are rapidly settling, while in their infancy. If we wish to 
introduce correct sentiments, and Presbyterian churcheis, into< .*. 
Indiana, we must send missionaries there while the settlements, 
are forming, for the people as a body when they unmigrate to. 
a place, are not fixed in their sentiments, but are eventual- 
ly, what the preacher is, who is instrumental in calling theiv 
attention to the subject of religion* 

ILLINOIS TERRITORY. 

The settlements in this territory are very small and are much 
scattered. Those on the Ohio are few, except the Saline and 
Shaawnee town, and about fort Massac. On Cash River, is a 
small settlement, but the principal are about Kaskaskias on the 
Missisippi, at the American bottom. 

. This country is delightfully situated, as to climate and is al- 
most a continued prairie, interspersed with copses of wood, from 
Yincennes to St. Louis. From a survey of a road between these 
two places, lately made, it appears that this distance of 150 miles, 
the country is for every half-mile, or mile, alternately prairie and 
open wood land. The American bottom is said to be the finest 
body of land to be found in the western country. 

This Tenitory has only two counties at present, — Randolph 
eontaining 7,275 inhabitants, embracing thQ settlements on the 
Ohio and Kaskaskias ; and St. Clair 5,007, embracing the settle- 
ments opposite St. Louis and Missouri, on the upper settlements. 
Of this county, Cafaokia is the county town. In this whole 
Territory is not a solitary Presbyterian minister, though there 
are several families of this denomination in different settlements. 
At Kaskaskias they are anxious to obtain a Presbyterian preach- 
er of proper character and talents, who would be willing to take 
the charge of aa Aoademy. The Baptists have 4 or 5 small 
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churchei cousMtiog of not moTC than ISO members. The Metk- 
odists huve 5 itiuerHiits, beudea «ome local pBeachera, and perhap* 
60D niembeiH iu their UKiiet;. Thii country wns rapidlji i^ttling . 
ijefore the war, and should peace be iMloreJ, will greatly increaM 
in popuUlioQ, aad ought to receive early atteuUou from MiebIook- 
ry Bodies. 

MISSOURI TERRITOBT. 

Thb Territory is situated West of the Mtwbippi, and extendi 
trom the 33° K. L. North west to the boundaries of Louisania, 
which are indefinite and utwettled. The' jurisdiclioo, however, 
of the Territory, does not extend beyond the limits of which the 
Indian claim is extinguished ; that ia, from the mouth of the 
Jaflone on the Missisippi, to Charitoua on the MieBOurl, and east 
of a line drawn from fort Osejge, 36 miles Ijelow the mouth of 
KansHS River, directly south to ArlLanaas. This line vill also 
bound the settlements on the west ; for west of it commence ex- 
tensive praiiten, ou uhich is no timber, except a traall strip on the 
water courees, until near the heads of the Atkausas, Platte, Kai^ 
Bas, and MiBsouri Rivers, 

The settlements are scattered, and confined almost entirely t« 
the water courses. They extend up the Missouri about 35 milei ; 
lip the Mcrimeck some distance, and on the Missisippi to St. Gen- 
evieve. There is also a settlement of Germans on the heads of 
the St. Francis. There are no setUcmeuts of any consequence 
between the mouth of the Ohio and New Madrid. The other 
settlements are on Arkansag, about 50 miles from its mouth. 
There are also a few setUemeotoou White River. 
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In the Territory contained io t]^ two preceding Tables, the 
Baptists Kave 5 or 6 small churches, coufiisting of not more than 
1 30 members. There is no Presbyterian minister. Of the popu- 
lation of this Territory, it is estimated that two-fifths are Ameri- 
cans, and the rest French. The Americans are chiefly of the 
lower class, and the people generally Kre extremely rude and 
ignorant, but few of the French can read. Ii fact they are much 
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airimllati'd to the Indians, in loye of indolence and hunting, rath« 
€r than labor. It is probable that this country will settle very rap* 
idly, for it is scarcely exceeded in America for climate, situation, 
and fertility of soil ; in the latter it is much like Kentucky. 

The following is an extract of a letter, received from Stephen 
Hempsted of St. Louis, formerly from Connecticut :— *' Since my 
residence here, in my excursions through the country, I endeav- 
ored to ascertain the religious sentiments of the inhabitants. I 
find there are more than 1 00 families who have been brought up 
Presbyterians, within the circuit of from five to fifteen miles, and 
"who would readily contribute to the support of a Presbyterian 
preacher, who would occasionally visit them ; and many would 
constantly attend meeting at St. Louis. Many of my acquaintan* 
ces have joined either the Baptists or Methodists, rather than live 
any longer without the ordinances and worship of God, and would 
gladly return to the Presbyterian churches, whenever they shall 
be organized. I have frequently heard the Baptists and Metho- 
dist preacher^, and am acquainted with some, whom I have uni* 
formly found without education, and of small talents. It appears 
to me, if a suitable Presbyterian minister should come here, in 
the present state of our Territory, that he would have large audi- 
ences, and be enabled, by the blessing of God, to plant a branch of 
the heavenly vine, which will one day extend over the whole of 
this Territory. I have frequently enquired of those who are pos- 
sessed of infornration respecting the state of religion in general, in 
this and Illinois Territory, and have been informed that the Meth- 
odists, in both Territories, have nearly twenty local and itinerant 
preachers, and that the Baptists have ten small churches, con- 
taining not more than two hundl-ed and seventy members ; that 
tlV3re are neither Presbyterian preachers nor churches in either 
Territory, though there are a few Presbyterian families in Illinois. 
I believe the formation of a Bible and Tract Society would t>e 
Tery useful here, for there are many who have not the means of 
procuring them if they were desirous to do it. I have distritmted 
a few Tracts of my own that I brought with me, which w«re re- 
ceived with thankfulness, and I trust have done some good. If anj 
of the Societies in JNTew England will send on some Tracts and 
Bibles to my charge, I will distribute them among the poor and 
needy, who are famishing for the vfo\\\ of life. 

^'In my interviews with the heads of families and ofiicers of 
government, they expressed a strong desire to have a Presbyteri- 
an minister of education, piety, morals, and talents, settled at St. 
ZiOuiB, and said that they would contribute liberally and continu- 
ally to his support. They have frequently requested me to write 
to the Missionary Society of Connecticut to send them one, whi^k 
I should have done this spring, had I not received'your letter." 

The Catholic priests are few, not to exceed three that officiate. 
I know of but one, he is at St. Genevieve and is said to be a very 
dbsolale character. 

E 
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LOUISIANIA. 

This State ejitends east to Pearl Hirer, and from the Oalpli, 
east side of the Missisippi, to the 31 "? N. L. aud on the west 
side of the River to the 33^ N. L. and west to the Sabine, until it 
crosses the 3^^ N. L. and from thence with a line due north un- 
til it meets the 32<> JNT. L 

The land east of Pearl River \p the Perdido, and which form- 
erly was a part of West Florida, is now comprehended in the Mis- 
sisippi Territoiy. The iand west of the Sabine, as far as our 
claims of Louisiania extend, is at present considered neutral 
territory ; between our government and Spain, the question of 
right concerning it is to be decided in future. 

This State can only admit a very limited population, because 
the settlements must necessarily be confined to 'the water courses^ 
the banks of which are co:;8iderably higher than the intervening 
country, in the valley of the Missisippi. Beyond this valley, 
the land is so poor as hardly to be capable of cultivation. This 
is particularly the case with West Florida, and the high lands on 
the west of the Missisippi, towards the Gulph, the soil of whick 
is sandy, and the timber long leaf pine. The settlements, east of 
Lakes Maurepas atid Bonchantrian to Pearl River, are few and 
scattering, but chiefly Americans. The settlements on the Mi&- 
sisippi are very flourishing, and from point Coupee, to some dis' 
tance below New Orleans on both sides of the river, present almost 
a continued village. The inhabitants of the upper part of the set* 
tlements are from Canada, the middle, Germans, and in the 
lower part are French and Spamsh from Europe. All speak the 
same language, and are similar in habits, manners, and religion. 
In the settlements of Atuckapas and Oppelousas, which are situa- 
ted on the Gulph west of the Missisippi, are Spanish, French, 
and Americans. The settlement on Red River is principally 
French, and in the Washita, American. 

The state of society in this country is very deplorable. The 
people are entirely ignorant of divine things, and have been taught 
only to attend mass, and count their beads. They are without 
schools, and of the French inhabitants, not one in ten can read. 
Their whole business seem&to be, to make the most they can oC 
their plantations. They are not intemperate. Continence is with 
iheni no viitue. The Sabbath to them is a high holiday, and 
on it, is committed, perhaps, more actual sin, than during the 
whole week besides. Dancing, gambling, parties of pleasure, 
theatrical amusements, dining parlies, &c. <&c. are the common 
business of the day, after mass in the morning. The religion 
professed in this country is entirely Roman Catholic. The cler- 
gy of this order, however, are not numerous, perhaps fifteen. The 
Bishop and four or Qve priests reside at New Orleans. Bishop 
Be Burg appears to be a man of piety. He laments the degra- 
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ded state of their church in Louisiania, and mourns oyer the de- 
pravity and wickedness of the place, in which he resides. The 
Bishop and Father Antonio favored the establishment of the 
Louisiania £ible Society, which will doubtless prove a long aqd 
lasting blessing to the State. 

Last winter, perhaps for the first time, was New Orleans visited 
bj Presbyterian missionaries. Our stay, though short, we hope 
will prove beneficial. Many were anxious to have the ordinan- 
ces of the Gospel established, atad desirouls that I should abide 
with them. . I regretted that it could not be so, for I believe the 
liord has many people in that city ; that it is an ample field for 
usefulness, and the most important in the western country. When 
Mr. Mills and myself arrived at New Orleans, we found there a 
Baptist and a Methodist missionary. The former left it in com- 
pany with us, the latter would probably soon follow. He met with 
no encouraging prospects. A Presbyterian church may be estab- 
lished with a prospect of success in this place ; and I^ew Orleans 
ought to receive the attention of Missionary Societies. 

This Territory, has a population of 76,556 free people, and 
34,660 slaves, not more than one -fourth, if one-sixth, are Ameri- 
cans. Among all these, there is not one Protestant church, 
unless it be a small one of Baptists, about to be organized in 
Oppelousas. The Methodists have had itinerants up Red River 
and Washita, but are exceedingly unpopular. 

The government of this State is turning its attention to the es- 
tablishment of Schools and Academies in different parts of the 
country ; and at New Orleans have founded and endowed aXol- 
lege. These were very much needed, for we can expect to ac- 
complish little in a missionary point of view among the French, 
until they are instructed, both in their own and in the English 
language. Much good might be anticipated from a protestant 
Fren<^ missionary, if one eould be sent among this people. We 
have reason to rejoice that the Lord has put it into the heart of 
our Bible Societies to send Christ and his apostles, Moses and the 
prophets to preach to them in their own language. 

» 

Having now exhibited the number of ministers and churches of 
the different denominations in the western States and Territories, 
together with a view of their population, it appears necessary to 
notice the character and sentiments of those preachers, and the 
discipline practised in those churches, to ascertain what attention 
this portion of our common country merits from Missionary So> 
eieties. 

PRESBYTEIlIiLNS. 

The ministers of this denomination were few of them bom in 
the western country, many of them are from Europe ; but gener- 
ally they are from the Atlantic states. They are men of correct 
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moralg and deportment ; most of lliem iiave pursued a course of 
classical studies at the seminaries in the States, from which thej 
emigrated, or in which thej now reside. There is a departure 
from Presbyterian order in their settlements. Few indeed of 
them stand in the relation of pastor to the people among whom 
they labor. In general there is only an annual contract, between 
the minister and the people, at the e:^piration of which he may re^ 
move to another place, or the people make a contract with anoth^ 
er minister to supply them for the year. The congregations are 
generally small on account of the great diversity of ^religious opin- 
ions, and from this, as from various other causes, are both unwO- 
ling, and unable to give a .minister an adequate support for his 
family. The consequence is that ministers are obliged to resort 
to some other employment for support. Those in villages, where 
they are generally located, take charge of schools ; those in the 
country manage their farms, and some, thinking it more consistent 
lirith the ministerial character, become physicians. The evilt 
resulting from these things are various and deplorable. Theneg* 
lect of catechising the youth, family visitations,, and a due prepa- 
ration for the serucesof the sanctuary, is the most prominent* 
Catechetical instruction has always been the subject of sneer, rid- 
icule, and hatred, among those, and those only» who are desirouA 
of introducing error. It is owing to the neglect of this practice^ 
more perhaps than to any other cause, that Errorists have 
been so successful in the western States. Christians ought not to be 
induced, by the sneers, ridicule, or sophisms of men whose great 
object is to make proselytes, to relinquish a practice, which has 
proved the most effectual means to establish the young apd 
•wavering from being carried " about by every wind of doctrine." 
Neither ought they tamely to suffer themselves to be seduced tot 
believe, by men who would rob God of his glory,.that those doc^ 
trines, which holy men of God have professed in view of the 
stake, and that too when the denial of these would have secured 
them the smiles and emoluments of the world, are of little conse- 
quence. It is by adopting such specious pretences as these, in 
the first place, that many whom we had reason to believe had 
tasted the gdod word of God, have been left to go on, step b7 
step, until they have made shipwreck of their faith, and denied 
the Lord that bought them. Family visitations are &lso neglect- 
ed in the western country for want of proper ministerial support. In 
conversation on this subject with the clergy, they seemed to in- 
sinuate, that it was not their duty, because they were not the 
pastors of the people. However this business may be managed 
to ease the conscience, the command of Christ to his ministers is, 
" feed ray sheep.. ..feed ray lambs." l^is coraraand cannot be 
fulfilled by ministers who know not the condition, views, and 
feelings of the people, which can be known only by being con- 
versant with them in their families. Errorists make more prose^ 
lyte$ by the fire side, than in their public discourses, and here if 
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the plaee most efleclaaUy to answer objectioni, remore difficul* 
ties, give iDstruction to the weak, and confirm the doubtful. 

The method of preaching is extemporaneous, frequently with- 
out writing, or meditation, it is rather exhortatory, than doctrln- 
al. This arises from the worldly avocations of ministers during 
the week. This mode of preaching without writing, in most cases, 
even with those of good talents, and who once promised fair to rise 
in thrir profession, creates a sameness in their discourses. It is 
impossible for ministers thus situated to give that attention te 
vacant societies, and to the organization of churches, which is 
de«ir.ible in a new country, where settlements are* rapidly in- 
creubing. If, however, Presbyterians are desirous of increasing 
the number of their churches, and disseminating correct senti* 
ments ; their attention ought to be directed to settlements in 
their infancy, before other denominations have organized their 
cocleties, and bticome firmly established. The Presbyterian min- 
isters ur^ mostly settled in the villages, of which there is general- 
ly, at least one in each county. The whole space of country 
around them is therefore the field for other sectft. From aii 
these considerations, it appears that the country is poorly suppli- 
ed even inhere they have the best ministers. 

The sentiments of the Presbyterians are conformable to their 
•taudards, in which* we believe, is taught the word of God.. There 
is some diversity of opinion on the subject of atonement ; some 
told to limited atonement, and some believe in a general atone- 
ment, receiving it, as a governmental transaction, and not in the 
light of debt and credit. A majority of the clergy have embra- 
ced the former sentiments on this subject. For admission to their 
iDommunion, they require scriptural evidence of a change of heart, 
9 knowledge of the word of God, of the scheme of salvation 
through Christ, and a profession of faith in the doctrines of the 
Gospel, taught in their church. The churches are uniform in the 
practice of administering the ordinance of baptism to none but 
professing believers, and their households. The Lord's Supper ia 
administered only twice in the year. On such occasions, it is 
fustomary for the neighboring ministers to assemble, and to hold 
meetings,- at leaft three or four days in succession. This denomi- 
nation is noted for their strict observance of the Sabbath ; and 
the contrast between them and the sects who esteem all days 
alike, in this respect, is very great. They are the most intelligent 
part of community, lovers of order, and promoters of knowledge ; 
the most ready to support schools, the Gospel, and Missionary 
and Bible Societies. 

CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERr. 

A PiTsby tery by this name was constituted in 1 809, by the 
Synod of Kentucky. During the extraordninry revival of religion 
ia this State, which commeaced in 1 797, and continued nearly 
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ten yean, while ike people's feelings were made the test of good' 
preaching, sound doctrine, and truth, many believing they had 
an immediate call to preach the Gospel, gave public exhortations, 
and so much pleased the people, that they thought them divinely 
Inspired. This Presbjrtery concluded, that education was not 
necessary in a gospel minister, and therefore licensed several of 
those young exhorters to preach. The Synod of Kentucky cen- 
sured their proceedings, and dissolved them as a body. FroAi thb 
disuniou of Synod, many of the Presbytery dissented ; some had 
always disapproved of licensing young men ; some turned Sha- 
kers ; and some formed themselves into an independent Presby- 
tery^ under the same name as the one dissolved by the Synod, 
and which is now to be noticed. The present Cumberland Pres* 
bytery has adopted the discipline and confession of the Presbyteri- 
an Church, with the exception -of requiriug an education in the 
candidate, in order to license him to preach, and the doctrine of 
divine decrees as there taught. From this it might easily be 
conjectured, what is indeed the fact, that they are iUiterate 
themselves. Their moral character, as far as I could learn, stood 
perfectly fair. In sentiment, many of them do not materially 
differ from the Methodists, and it is not uncharitable to suppose 
that none of them have a consistent system of doctines. It is 
probable that the better part of these people will be eventually 
united to the Presbyterian church, and the remainder join the 
Methodists. As to their mode of preaching, it is very similar to 
that of the Baptists and Methodists, which will be presently 
described. Their mode of itinerating is someting similar to that 
of the Methodists. In Kentucky and Tennessee, they have only 
1 2 preachers and a few licentiates ; and have 90 different places 
of preaching, according to information received from one of their 
ministers in Tennessee. 

BAPTISTS. 

The preachers of this denomination are generally illitei'ate ; 
few are possessed of good common English learning, and there 
are also some, that can neither read the Scriptures, nor write 
their names. Learning, with them as a body, is rather ridiculed 
than desired ; and while they pretend to despise all human knowl- 
edge, they profess to be led and directed by the Holy Spirit, both in 
desiring the office of an elder, and in their public performances. 
The power of licensing lies wholly with the church, of which the 
person is a member, apd the church are the only judges of the neces- 
sary qualifications. The common practice on the subject is this, 
the person makes a statement to the church, that he feels an in- 
ward call to preach the Gospel,— on this, the church, for fear lest 
tiiey should be found fighting against the Spirit, generally permit 
him to exercise his gifts. If he is approved by them, he is soon 
ordained by the elders of the church. No specific time is necessa- 
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rjr to intervene between his cliurcli-m^mbersliip and ordinaUon np 
% preacher, and it happens in some churches that the time is shi^ 
indeed, pet haps three, or six months. In their manner of preach* 
ing, their object appears to be to excite the passions ; to terrify 
and raise into trasports of joy, rather than to inform the raiud» 
convince the understanding, convict the heart, and open the vaj 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. To this end, they dwell muck 
on the torments of hell, while the spirituality and the obligation 
of obedience to the law, and the justice of its penalty, are seldom 
touched. The crucifixion of Christ is represented in the most 
tragical manner, while the design of the sacrifice, vis. the mag- 
nifying of the law, the display of God's hatred to sin» his justice, 
the riches of his grace, the love of Christ, is frequently passed 
over in silence. They often introduce tender stories, wonderful 
dreams and visions, with such expressions of countenance, and 
affecting tones of voice, as are calculated to excite the tender* 
sympathetic emotions of the heart There is also a studied sin- 
gularity* in the choice of their texts, and an efibrt to spiritualize 
every passage of Scripture. The ordinance of baptism consti- 
tutes the greater part of their discourses, or at least a portion of 
each ; and is insisted on in such a manner, as would induce the 
belief that their peculiar mode of administering it is a necessary 
qualification for admission into heaven, as well as to their com- 
munion. They pretend also to preach wholly by the Spirit, by 
which they mean, as the Spirit gives them utterance, in the man- 
ner the apostles were inspired ; and it very often happens, that 
at the same meeting, many of them who pretend to preach by the 
Spirit, contradict each other. This people do not distinguish 
between the word Spirit, as used in different parts of the Scrip- 
ture. It is frequently used as an agent, as in the texts where the 
prophets and apostles are said to be inspired to reveal the will of 
God, and where the renewing of the heart is mentioned. But 
more commonly it signifies a holy disposition, produced by the 
agent. In the first sense the Spirit is an infallible guide, but in 
this manner he is not given to us, as he was to the prophets and 
apostles. In the second sense, the Spirit is not given for the 
guide of our actions, nor the rule of our faith, but to incline us to 
walk in the ways of God's commandments, and to prepare us for 
his holy presence. It Is the mistaken notion of this Spirit that 
has caused so much ignoranc^i error, and enthusiasm in the West; 
for the Spirit wUhin, as they term it is made the guide of their 
actions, and rule of their faith. If, for instance, they feel a de- 
sire to be preachers, they have a call of the Sph*it. If they arc 
greatly impressed that certain practices are right, and others 
wrong, it amounts io the authority of the Spirit, that the course 
which the impressions direct, is correct If they are hignly- ele- 
vated, with agreeable and pleasant feelings, under the preaching 
of certain doctrines and views of truth, they have the witness of 
the Spirif within fhem^ that the one in true and the other false. 
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These obsenrations en the Spirit are applicable to several denos^ 
iaatioDs. Bj this it may be perceived, that instead of folio wion^ 
the doctriues of Christ, to try the Spirits by the law and testiino* 
ny ; they try the law and testimony by the Spirit rvithin. It wai 
from this delusion that ail the fanaticisnf and enthusiasm sprung 
which overspread the western country a few yecrs since, and pro- 
diteed a flood of error. 

The term of admission into the Baptist church is a jrelation of 
their experiences. In these it is thought, too much attention 
Is paid to feelings and impressions of the individuals without 
examinini; them by the word of God. Dreams, visions, the un- 
usual suggestion of some text of Scripture, which are very alarm- 
ing, and others that cause great inward joy und rejoicing, also 
form a great part of the experience. 

In sentiment they are much divided. The better informed are 
Calvinists ; but many are either Antinomiaiis or Arniinians. 
There are many Arians and Socinians, both of which, in some 
way or other, believe the doctrine of universal salvation. In 
some points they all agree, such as ministerial support, and the 
Sabbath. Against the salaries of ministers they are chmorous ^ 
and they denominate Presbyterian ministers, fleecers of the fl^fck. 
As a body, they deny the morality of the Sabbath or Lord's day ; 
and it is said that family worship, and the training up of their 
obildreu in the ways of religion, are not generally attended to bj 
professors. 

METHODISTS. 

The sentiments of this sect are well known ; they are uniform 
in their opinions and discipline, throughout America, being all 
followers of Wesley, who professed himself to be aabAsminian. 
The discipline of the Meshodists in America does not raafi^ffslly 
differ from thatof those in England. Their clergy are bishops, elders^ 
and deacons. The bodies which transact the general coucerns of 
the connection, are the general and annual conferences. The 
field of labor Is divided into districts, circuits, and classes. Each 
circuit has one itinerant or more, whose business it is to visit and 
preach to the classes in his. circuit every two or three weeks. 
Each district has a presiding elder who is to visit the circuits in 
the way stated at)ove. The classes meet weekly, for prayer. 
Moging, and relation of their progress in religion ; and it is the 
business of the class leader to examine every one of the class, at 
this time, and rebuke, C4)mfort, or exhort as the case of each may 
require. To be admitted a member of the class, all that is ne* 
•essary is to express their desire, and they are admitted to the 
privileges of their chnrch, without any appearance of holiness of 
heart. In order to be admitted as a preacher, a recommenda- 
tion is required of the character and talents of the person, fron& 
the alass to which he belongs. He is thisn admitted by the bishop^ 
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on trial one year. If his conduct is approved at the expiration of 
the time, he is admitted into full connection ; at the end of the 
second year, to the order of deacon^ and the next year if approved, 
he is ordained an elder. These preachers, on trial, sometiraea 
turn out very vile. In "general, they have little learning ; though 
when they begin to preach, they begin to study, and many of 
them improve considerably. As to their manner of preaching, it 
very much resembles that of the Baptists, — is very controversial, 
and most bitter against Calvinists. They rail very much against 
the practice of the Presbyterians^ receiving pay for preaching, 
calling them hirelings, but most unreasonably ; for their salaries 
are more certain, and, in general, greater than those against whom 
they speak. According to their discipline, each preacher, who 
itinerates, besides all his expenses, is to receive $ 80 for himself, 
$ 80 for his wife, and a certain, sum for each of his children, ac- 
cording to their ages, and a support when worn out in the service^ 
This denomination has greatly increased within a few years, and 
this must chiefly be attributed to th^ir complete system of missions, 
which is by far the best for domestic missions ever yet adopted. 
They sfiud their laborers into every corner of the country ; if 
they hear of any particular attention to religion in a place, they 
double the number of laborers in those circuits, and place their 
best men there, and endeavor generally, to adapt the character 
of their preachers, to the character of the people among whom 
they are to labor. 

KEW LIGHTS* 

This sect arose in Kentucky in Sept. 1803, with five ministers of 
the Presbyterian church who were deposed by the Synod of Ken** 
tucky for teaching error. This people believed that the extraordi- 
naiy work then existing in the western country was the beginning 
of the Millennium, and that all those doctrines which were hard to 
t>e understood, and that all mystery and obscurity in Scripture, 
would now be more clearly made kno^n, so as to be understood 
and comprehended by every body. The first discovery which they 
pretended to make was, that all confessions of faith and cate« 
chims were made by fallible men, ej-roneous^ contrary to Scrip- 
ture and reason, and calculated to keep believers in bondage* 
They therefore renounced them all, except the Bible. Next, that 
all Assemblies, Synods, and Presbyteries were contrary to Scrip* 
tare, carnal bonds, and slood full in the way of Christ, and the 
revivals of religion ; that the doctrine of divine decrees destroys 
dee agency and makes men mere machines; that ineh were not 
justified by faith in Christ ; that the doctrine of the Trinity leads 
to Tritheism ; that Christ was not Qod, but man only, or at most 
abcin^of the highest order; that it was his duty to love and 
serve God with all his power, and he could therefore make no 
atonement for oth^^rs ; that there was no meJJt in his sufTerin^s, 
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and iio nrraUi io God which needed to be appeased, and therefore 
there was neither a necessity nor a possibility of his vicarious suf- 
ferings ; tlial the object of Christ's mission was to make atone- 
ment, rpconciiiatiou, <^c. but that propitiation, reconciliation^ and 
atonement mean the same thing, and Ihai atonement bein^ a word 
Gompouuded of ctt-one-ment^ signifies to make one, for mentis a 
Oaelic word signifying to make. But as God cannot change, the 
change must be in man, and atonement, therefore, means the 
same as repentance, or turning to God. This is a specimen of 
their critic ism. They pretend to make discoveries, and to make 
plain many mysteries, to mention which, is unnecessary. I would 
only observe, that some made the discovery, that there would-be na 
resurrection or future judgment. Thus it appears that a wild faoa* 
ticism in the West, has thrown nearly the same light on the Scrip- 
lures and religion, with which a boasted philosophy has illumined 
them in the £a8t. This sect is without order, regularity, or any 
bond of union ; each does that which is right in his own eyes. 
They are as is^norant as any of the sects, and in their manner of prea- 
ching are much like those already noticed. — This denomination 
was once wimerous, but they are dwindling away rapidly. Five 
or more of these preachers have made confessions and recantationg, 
and are re admitted to the Presbyterian church. Many have join- 
ed the Shakers; and probably the remainder will soon join the 
Baptists or Methodists. 

HALCYONS. 

The professed object of this sect is to effect a union between* 
the several denominations professing faith in Christ, so as to eradi- 
cate all Sectarianism, and every party name out of the family of 
Jesus. They renounce all manner of creeds, confessions of faith, 
and catechisms hitherto published. They receive the holy Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testament as a sacred and divine help, 
handed from heaven to aid their reason in forming just ideas of 
the divine character and of divine things. But say they, ''We 
receive not even the holy Scriptures as the fotmdation of our faith 
or religion, for we conceive that other foundation can never be 
laid, equal to the foundation stone which was laid before Joshua, 
(of which the Scriptures clearly speak.) whereon were seven eyes, 
iThich we conceive to be the seven communicable attributes of 
God. — H. Epist. JSTo. 4>4,. and 45. Lex» 1803. They consider Ad- 
am as a figure of Christ ; that the covenant made with him was a 
natural covenant and deny that he could forfeit, even by trans- 
gression, the right and title of himself and offspring to eternal life 
»nd blessings ; in other words, forfeit any thing moce than natural 
life, and natural blessings. The first office of Christ on earth was 
to explain the eternal laws of religion to man. They perform 
baptism by immersion or sprinkling, as the subject chooses, in the 
name of Jesus, by whom, they say, is exhibited in one glorious 
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person. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. They enter not into the 
state of matrimony, and look upon it as an ordinance of man, but 
choose spiritual mates. . The vhole of their scheme seems to be, 
to fill up the mystery of iniquity. Their leader was a man by all 
accounts, of vile character, wha lately, it is reported, betrayed the 
confidence reposed in him, by a weak and hak' witted mau^ one of 
his own followers, that sent him to Philadelphia to receive a large 
sum of money for him, which this leader expendediu the puixbase 
of a large tract of land near the Sciota River, where he has in- 
yited all his followers to settle. Thi^ sect does not icci'ease, and 
Its number at present is small. The Halcyon Ljuminary published 
In JN'ew York, it is supposd, was conducted by, some of this con- 
nection. 

This report will be closed with a few observations on domestic 
missions. From the manner in which these are at present con- 
ducted, it is evident that but a small portion of the destitute parts 
of. our country are visited by intelligent and correct missionaries^ 
uid that many evils result, or at least that the good is not effect- 
ed which might be, from the want of some regularly digested sys- 
tem, and co-operation of the different Missionary Societies, amongst 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists. It appears from the reports 
of the various Missionary Bodies, that the appointments of maiiy 
^f their missions are for a short time; from four to six, eight oi* 
ten weeks, seldom for six months or a year. Half of the time of 
these short appointments is sometimes taken up in going and re- 
turning from the field of labor. When they arrive there, they 
find the field so extensive, and their time so short, that they can 
stay only a day or two in a place, and then perhaps it is a year, 
or years before those places are visited again. Little or no good 
therefore can arise from such missionaries, in places as disso- 
lute as we generally find our new settlements. It frequently 
happens, that different Missionary Bodies, from the want of un- 
derstanding eaqh other's appointments, send their missionaries to 
the saiQe places, and therefore at times, two or three missionaries 
are found in the same region, while many of the most destitute 
places are entirely overlooked or neglected. But the great evil 1^, 
that the principal object of missions, (at least what the apcstlc 
of the Gentiles considered such, and to which he directed his ef- 
ibrts) the planting, of churches, cannot receive attention. Some 
Missionary Societies, particularly the one of \\ hich you, Gentie- 
aieD, are the Trustees, have seen these difficulties, and have, 
Sn some measure, remedied them» by stationing missionaries at 
certain places, with directions to labor within a circumscribed re- 
gion. To remedy another evil, there appears to be no provision, 
and that is, to prevent the good done from' being frustrated or 
destroyed. The .conclusion of a mission at the time when it be- 
^ns to be useful, only opens a door for preachers of different 
IcBoaunatioBS to creep in, and propagate thck peculiar sentl- 
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meDts. On returning to such places after a fear's absence, those 
irhose attention was excited to divine things, are found to have 
joined the Baptists, Methodists, IS'ew Lights, or Halcyons. 

Permit me to suggest to jour Board, the ideas which occurred 
to me, while passing over the vast iield for missions in the west- 
ern States, respecting a plan of operation for domestic missions. 
The field of missions should be divided into circuits, and these 
into societies and places for preaching, so that a missionary by 
preaching three or four times in a week could visit each society 
once a month, or more frequently as circumstances should direct. 
That no missionary should be employed for less than one- year; 
and that however small the number of circuits, there should be 
an immediate succession of laborers. That the great object should 
be to organize churches and societies, and thus prevent Sectaries 
from establishing themselves. That besides preaching, the busi- 
ness of the missionary should be to give catechetical instructions 
to the children ; to distribute Tracts and Bibles ; to organize 
social libraries, and societies for the suppression of vice ; to 
search out young men of piety and talents, and encourage them 
to prepare for the ministry ; and if poor, to urge it upon the peo- 
ple of his circuit, as a duty to contribute to their support, so that 
the churches which may be organized may raise up ministers for 
their own supply. . The societies at the different places should be 
so organized as to meet every Sabbath, although they have no 
preaching, for the purpose of singing, prayer, and reading the 
Scriptures, sermons, or some religious intelligence. I have known 
a revival of religion to commence at such a meeting, in Ohio, od 
Buck Creek, Champaign county. It would perhaps be highly- 
proper, as most of the missionaries on the circuit will probably be 
young men, to have as many experienced ministers as can visit 
annually, semi-annually, or quarterly, the different circuits, receive 
the reports of the missionaries, and see that every thing be con- 
ducted with decency, propHety, and order, and make reports to 
the Missionary Societies. 

How or where to obtain the missionaries, or the means to cany 
such a plan into effect is the greatest difficulty. The way to ob- 
tain missionaries most readily, would be for ministers and church<» 
es strongly to recommend and urge it upon all, who prepare for 
the ministry, to spend one or two years as a missionary, in the 
new settlements. It would be beneficial to those who engage in 
it on account of the opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
men in the various walks of life, of obtaining a mofe extensive 
knowledge of the world, and much experience on many points of 
great utility, in preparing them for the arduous task of takii^g 
charge of a particular people. Many too are so enfeebled by a 
long course of study, that the active labor of a missibnary would 
greatly improve their health, and invigorate them for future ser- 
vice. Th^t it would be beneficial to the new settlements is selA 
evident ; that it would prove so to the churches in the old settle* 
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ments, I think cannot be doubted/ if it is any adrantagA to have 
ministers over them of $ome experience, vigor, and activity. As 
to the means of supporting such missions, from enquiry I am satis- 
fied, that in the new settlements there would be voluntary contri-* 
butions, sufficient at least to pay one half of their yearly stipend. 
Ail which is respectfully submitted by,. 

Tours wilh due consideration, 

JOHN F. SCUERMERHORN. 

Jtndover^ {iMass.) December 10, 1813. 



NOTES. 

1. THE topographical remarks or the country are introduced to give 
the Trustees an idea in what parts of the country population, in all pro- 
bability, will most rapidly increase ; and of course where missionary 
services will be most wanted. When any district of country is called 
comparatively poor or light soil, is meant when compared with the first 
rate lands in the western States ; though, at the same time, it may be 
first rate* when compared with the soil of the eastern States*. 

2. By Vacant Societiea^ in the Tables, must not always be understood 
churches already organized ; but| in most places, only congregations, or 
places of preaching. 

3. The population in the di^rent Ckmnties is taken from the census 
of 1810 ; the number of ministers, churches, and vacant societies <^ 
tl\e Presbyterians, from the minutes of different Presbyteries, and from 
tiie information of mmisters ; the ni^mber of Baptist preachers, &c. in 
general, from their printed Association minutes, and where these could^ 
not be procured, fit)m the best information that Baptist ministers could 
give ; the number of circuits, itinerants, and members of society of the 
Methodists, from the printed minutes of their annual Conference in 
181^ and from the assistance of a presiding elder of informfttion in 
Tennessee. 
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TO TUK TRUSTEES OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT, 



Gentlemen, 

In my last, I gave you an account of my travels and mis- 
sionary labors, from the time I left Hartford, till I arrived at 
Marietta. 

I left Marietta the d4th of October, 1813, and proceeded down 
the Ohio River. On the 35th (Sabbath) preached at Belprie, a 
New England settlement. Thence proceeded through Galliopolis 
to Chilicothe, where I arrived November 3d, preaching occasion- 
ally on the way ; and distributing the Constitution of the Ohio 
Bible Society. The prospect was favorable as it respects the 
increase of the funds of thef Society; at least as much so as 
could be expected. On the 7th came to Springfield, on the 
head waters of the Little Miami. Here I tarried two or three 
days, detained on account of the rain, and waiting for Mr. Scher- 
merhoru* who left Marietta the same day that I did. He went 
up the Muskingum, and came on by Zanesville and Franklinton to 
Springfield, where he arrived the 1 Oth. We proceeded on our 
way to Dayton, and put up with Dr. Welch, the Presbyterian 
minister residing in that place. From Dayton, I came to Lebanon, 
near the Little Miami, and thence to Cincinnati. Brother Scher- 
merhorm went down the Big Miami by Franklin to Cinciinnat^f 
at which place we both arrived the 17th of November. 

South of New Connecticut, few Bibles or religious tracts have 
been received for distribution among the inhabitants. The Sab- 
bath is greatly profaned ; and but few good people can be found 
in any one place. There are, however, a number of societies which 
are wishing to obtain ministers for settlement, for a part of the 
time at least, more commonly for six months in the year. The 
New Light societies have been numerous in the western part of the 
State ; but are at present fast declining. The Baptists are some* 
what numerous in certain parts of the State. But the Methodists^ 
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according to their own calculation, are far the nogt numerotls re* 
ligiouB denomination, in the State of Ohio, south of Ne« Connecti- 
cut, which is. in mj opinion, far the most desirable part of the 
State ; certainly as respects the moral and religious habits of the 
people living there. They are far advanced aboVe any portion of 
country, of equal extent and population, west of the mountains. 

From Cincinnati Mr. Scherinf rhom and myself went down the 
river Ohio to Laurenceburgh in the Indiana Territory. Left that 
place the 24th of November, crossed the Ohio into Kentucky, 
and came down the river about 50 miles; then again crossed over 
into Indiana, and came down "some miles on that side of the river ; 
then crossed back into Kentucky, and continued our course within 
SO miles of the falls of the Ohio, preaching occasionally. We 
found the inhabitants in a very destitute state ; very ignorant of 
the doctrines of the Gospel ; and in many instances without' Bi- 
bles, or any other religious books. The Methodist preachers pass 
through this country, in their circuits occasionally ; but do ver j 
ittle, I fear, towards aiding the people in obtaining a true knowl- 
edge of the doctrines of the Bible. There are a number of good 
jeople in the Territory, who are anxious to have Presbyterian 
ninisters amongst them. They likewise wish to be remembered 
»y Bible and Religious Tract Societies. 

Leaving the river, we proceeded on our way through Frank- 
fort, an easterly course to Lexington, where we arrived Dec. 5th# 
We put up with Mr. BIythe, and soon became acquainted with a 
number of good people. During our stay at Lexiiiston< we assisted 
^n re-organizi!)g the Constituti«>u of the Bible Society, which bad 
been instituted a year or two before ; but on too restrictive prin- 
ciples. It had done but little towards advancing the great objept 
for which it was established. The prospect was. when we left, 
that it would soon become much more extensively useful. Of 500 
Bibles, which had been committed to our care, by the New York 
Bible Society, we directed 100 to be sent to the managers of the 
Kentucky Society, for distribution. 

We left Lexington the 1 4th of December, and proceeded on our 
way to Nashvile,'in Tennessee, where we arrived the.dSth. On 
the 20th rode to Franklin, 20 miles, from Nashville, and put up 
with Mr. Blackburn. During our stay in this part of Tenntissee^ 
we consulted with a number of j)ious people, with regard to the 
expediency of forming a BiWe Society. They decidedly favored 
the object. Mr. Blackburn thought there would not be time to 
collect the people, aiid form a Constitution during our stay. He 
engaged that he would exert himself in favor of the object, as djd 
others, men of piety and influence. We left \i^ifh him a copy of 
the Constitution of the Bible Society formed in the State of Ohio; 
and wrote to Mr. Bobbins of Marietta, requesting him to send to 
Nashville, for Ihe benefit of the Society about to be formed injhat 
neighborhood, 50 of the 500 Bibles which were to be sent to hini 
from Pittsburgh. 
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We coBsiiUed wiili Mr. BlacUmrn on the expediency of put- 
suing our course down the river to New Orleans. He advised us 
to go, and assisted in making the necessary preparations. It was 
thought best for us to descend the river. General Jackson was 
expecting to go in a few days, with about i 500 Volunteers to 
Natchez. Mr. Blackburn introduced us to the General, who, 
having k>ecome acquainted with our design, invited us to tak^ 
passage on board his boat. We accepted the invitation ; and af- 
ter providii^ some necessary stores for the voyage, and making 
sale of our horses, we embarked the 10th of January, 1819. We 
came to the mouth of the Ohio the d7th, where we lay by three 
days on account of the ice. 0» the 31st we passed Nev Madrid ; 
and the 16th of Fekmiary arrived at Natchez. 

During our stay at Natchez and the vicinity, we introduced the 
subject of the formation of a Bible Society, for the benefit of the 
destitute in the Missisippi Territory*. The professedly religious 
people, of the different denominations, appeared anxious for the 
establishment of an Institution of this kind. A proposal was 
drawn up for a meeting of those disposed to aid the object, and 
the time and place of the- meeting agreed upon. At the time ap- 
pointed, a number assembled, and chose h Committee to prepare 
a Constitution, to be presented to those disposed to sign it, at a 
second meeting which was to be held at Natchez, three week« 
ft-om the first meeting. We left with the Committee a copy of the 
Constitution we had with us, to which the one formed for the 
Missisippi Territory will most likely be similar. The Bible Socie- 
ty for this Territory will be supported by a number of the most in- 
fluential characters, both civil and rel%ious. We engaged to send 
them 1 00 Bibles, and have given directions that they should be 
forwarded to Natchez. We likewise encouraged them to hope for 
further donations of Bibles from other Societies ; and engaged, 
npon our return, to represent their state to the Bible Societies of 
Philadelphia, Connecticut, and Massachusetts, As those who en- 
gaged in the formation of the Society, entered upon the subject in 
a very spirited manner, we doubt not the result will be <i happy 
one. 

Before we left Natchez, we (with Mr. Blackraan, the chaplain 
who attended the Tennessee Volunteers) obtained a subscription 
of more than $ 100 for the benefit of the Tennessee Bible So- 
ciety. This subscription was made by the officers principally. 
The prospect was that it would be very considerably increased, 
before they left that part of the country. We were treated 
with great attention by the General and Officers ; and were more 
obliged to them for their subscription to the Tennessee Society, 
than if it kad been made to us. 

We left Natchez the 12th of March, and went on board a flat 
bottomed boat, where our accommodations were but indifferent. 
The weather was generally pleasant, and we arrived at New 
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Orleans the 1 9lh. We might have taken passage in the steam 
boat, and should have done so, had it not been for the extra 
expense we must have incurred. The usual rate each passenger 
pays in the steam boat from Natchez to New Orleans is $ 18 ; 
xihei'eas our passage was but little more than $ 6 for both of us. 
The distance is 300 miles For 100 miles above NeV Orleani, 
the banks of the river are cleared, and in descending the river jon 
pnss many very elegant plantations. The whole of this distance, 
the banks appear like one continued village. The greater- part of 
the inhabituutB are French Catholics, ignorant of almost every 
thing except vhat relates to the increase of their property; destl- 
lute of Schools, Bibles, and religims instruction. In attempting 
to learn the ri^ligious state of these people, we were frequently 
told, that they had no Bibles, and that the priests did not allow 
of their distribution among them. An American, who had red- 
ded two or tifi'ee years at a place, which has the appearance of 
being a fiourishing settlement, and which has a Chatholic church, 
informed me that he had not seen a Bible during his stay at 'the 
fiettlemcnt. He added, that he had heard that a woman from 
the State of New York had lately brought one into the place. 

Upon our arrival at New Orleans, we were soon made acquaint- 
ed with a few religious people.- The number of those poaaeniog 
this character, in this place, we are constrained to believe is smal!.^ 
We found here a Baptist minister, who has been in the city a few 
months, but exi-ects to leave the plnce soon. He is a sennble 
innn, and to appearance a Christian. I doubt not, he has labored 
faithfully in the semce of his Master. There is no Protestant 
church in the city. Attempts have been made to obtain a 8ul>- 
s^cription for building one, but have failed. There is at present a 
Methodist preacher in the place. I believe he expects to leave it 
soon. The Catholic priests will then be the only professedly re- 
ligious teachera in the city. 

Soon after our arrival, we introduced the subject of a Bible So* 
cicty. It directly met the wishes of the religious people with 
"Hiiom we had become acquainted. As we had letters of introduc- 
tion to Governor Clairbornc, we called upon him in company with 
H friend. Thr objoct of our coming to the place was stated to him, 
.ind he approved of it. A proposal for a meeting was readily signed 
by him, and by 12 of tlip members of the Legislature who were 
then in session. About 20 more, principally merchants belonging 
to the city, added tln^ir names to the list. At the time appointed 
for establishing a Society, thcgieater part of those who subscribed 
to the proposal met. Previous to the meeting, a Constitution had 
been formed ; and was presented for their approbation, should it 
meet the wishes of those present. The Constitutioni was read 
and considered, article by article, and adopted. It provided that 
the number of Manngers should not be less than IS, nor more 
thin 94.. The Manajrers wrre to choose the other officers of the 
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Soeietj. After signiiig the ComUtution, ibe Managert vere clio« 
•en, about SO, some residing In the country, but the greater part 
in the citj. The Managers proceeded to the choice of officent 
General Benjamin Morgan was chosen President,^ and Dr. Ooir, 
Vice-President The rate paid by those who become memli^rB 
is fixed at $ 5, upon signing the paper, and the yearly tax upon 
each member is $ 3. All present appeared much gratified with 
the opening prospect. 

We found that, in order to have the Bible, circulate freely, 
especially among the Catholics, the consent of those high in 
office must be obtained. We were frequently told, that the 
Catholic priests would by no means favor the object. We were 
referred to Father Antonio, as he is called, who has p*eater influ- 
ence with those of his order than even the Bishop,, who has htely 
arrived from Baltimore. If the consent of the former coufd be 
obtained, it was allowed by those with whom we conversed, that 
much might be done towards distributing the Scriptures among 
the French Catholics. We took a convenient opportunity to 
call upon the Reverend Father. The subject was mentioned to 
him. He said he should be pleased to have the Bible circulate 
among those of his order; and that he would approve of the 
translation distiibuted by the Briiush and Foreign Bible Society, 
In addition to this, he said he would aid in the circulation of the 
Scriptures should an opportunity present. W> enquired of him, 
whether the priests in the different parishes would likewise favor 
the good work ? At this enquiry he seemed surprised, and answer- 
ed, '^ How can you doubt it ? It is for their interest to circulate 
the Scriptures.'' Upon this point, our sentiments were hardly iu 
unison. However we felt no disposition to contradict him. We 
have since called upon the Bishop. He also gave his consent, 
and said he would contribute in favor of the infant Institution. 
This disposition in the Catholic priests to favor the circulation of 
the Scriptures has very much surprised all with whom we have 
conversed on the subject in the city. The priests acknowledge 
the nakedness of the land. Father Antonio ga ye it as his opinion, 
that we should veiy rarely find a Bible in any of the French 
or Spanish Catholic families, in any of the pDri>^hos. And the 
Bishop remarked, that he did not believe there were 1 Bibles 
in the possession of all the Catholic families in the State; and 
these families constitute three-fourths of the population of the 
State, people of color excepted, as is believed by men of in forma - 
tion. When we came to this place, we fouud a number of French 
Bibles and Testaments had been sent here for distribution, gratis ; 
and had been on hand some time. They are now all disposed of, 
and repeated enquiries are made for those books by the Catholics. 
I happened in at ^b. Stackhouse's store a short time since. Duf-* 
ring my stay, whicttwas short, five or six persons came in, enqui- 
ring for the Bible in the French language. The present i? certiin- 
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l)r a M¥ ud interesting wa io the kiilorjr of TTew Orleaiit. Mr. 
Stackhottie InforaiB me, that if he had 60 Bible%he could dispoie 
of them at once to the Catholict. 

We expect to leave thfi place toon, and proceed on our way 
to Georgia, throuj^h the Creek nation. We hope to arrlTe home 
earlj in tiie month of Julj. 

Toun veiy respectfiilly, 

SAMUSL J. MILLS. 

JTim Orkms^ JpH ^ 1819. 

ITOTS. 

Thoie pattt d Mr. Miliar letter are omitted wMch contain a ttatemcD t 
of the Dumber pf nUnisters, chorches, &c. c€ varfcuis denomfaadoo, b^^* 
cause tiiat number b particularly detailed in Mr. SchermeKliom's letter, 
md it was thougfal uunooess^rf to publish the same thing twice over. 
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